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Higher education in england is 
about to pose major new challenges 
to families, students, and universities. 
Late in 2010, three elements 
came together to determine how 
universities in england would be 
funded in the immediate future. 
The Browne Review on the future 
for Higher education was published 
on 12 October, proposing that 
the cap on fees paid by Home/eU 
undergraduates should be raised. 
This was followed on 20 October by 
the government’s Comprehensive 
spending Review which announced 
severe cuts to public spending, 
and particularly harsh reductions 
in the public funding of university 
teaching. In December, parliament 
approved a new fee cap of £9,000 
for Home/eU undergraduates 
beginning their course in October 
2012, almost triple the previous level. 
An important further element was 
that any english university wishing 
to charge a tuition fee of more than 
£6,000 was required to submit to the 
Office of Fair Access (OFFA) details 
of how it intended to sustain and 
widen access through fee waivers, 
bursaries, and outreach activities. 

Oxford, like the majority of universities in 
england, decided to charge a tuition fee 
of £9,000 to Home/eU students beginning 
undergraduate courses in October 2012. 
OFFA has approved Oxford’s package 
of fee waivers, bursaries, and further 
investment in outreach to support needs-
blind admissions. The sharp rise in the 
tuition fee is mitigated to some extent not 
just by the means-tested fee waivers and 
bursaries, but also by the government’s 
decision to provide loans on favourable 
terms for all students so that they do not 
have to pay the fees up-front. The loans 
will begin to be repaid only when the 
student has graduated and is earning more 
than £21,000 per annum, and then at a 
fixed proportion of salary above that level, 
regardless of the size of the loan. 

You will find with LMH News some 
briefing notes with more detail about these 
changes that I hope you will find helpful. I 
was asked at the AGM of the Lady Margaret 
Hall Association at the Gaudy weekend 
at the beginning of July to provide this 
briefing. I will not repeat the details in this 
article, but I would like to highlight a few 
important facts. 

�t��Of the £9,000 tuition fee, approximately 
£8,000 will be direct substitution for 
the public funding withdrawn by 
government.

�t��The higher tuition fee will bring in an 
additional £10 million a year to Oxford, 
of which £7 million will be spent on fee 
waivers, bursaries and outreach. 

�t��The new fee will be challenging for 
students and their families, but will do 
little to sustain further the teaching and 
academic facilities that Oxford provides. 
These cost on average £16,000 a year for 
every undergraduate.

�t��Oxford is determined to do all it can to 
ensure that Home/eU undergraduates 
continue to be able to study at Oxford 
regardless of family income.

Throughout the preparation and 
introduction of these changes in 
government policy and in the white 
Paper on Higher education it has been 
intensely disappointing that emphasis 
has been placed almost exclusively 
on a university degree as a financial 
investment that produces an adequate 
financial return to the individual and 
parallel benefit to the economy. Very 
little attention has been paid to the 
underlying values of Higher education 
for both individuals and society. we 
will continue to affirm the intrinsic 
importance of academic education for 
personal development and fulfilment, 
and for safeguarding fully-informed 
and critical democratic participation.

 From the Principal
Frances Lannon
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Professor Michael 
Broers, Fellow in Modern 
History, Professor Susan 
Wollenberg, Fellow in 
Music, and Professor 
Christine Wong, senior 
Fellow in Chinese studies 
were each awarded the 
title of Professor by the University this summer 
in the Recognition of Distinction exercise. 

ALuMNI

Congratulations to Fellows, Alumni and students

Dr Phil Biggin will be presented with an 
Excellent Teacher Award by the University 
in a ceremony in Michaelmas Term 2011. 
The scheme recognises excellent or 
innovative teaching 
by individuals 
or groups.

Professor David MacDonald and Professor 
Claudio Sillero were part of the international 
team which discovered a new species of wolf in 
Africa. Using genetic evidence they found that 
the egyptian jackal (Canis aureus lupaster) is, in 
fact, a relative of the grey wolf and the only grey 
wolf species found in Africa. Professor Macdonald, 
who led the Oxford team, said: ‘A wolf in Africa is 
not only important conservation news but raises 
fascinating biological questions about how the 
new African wolf evolved.’ The researchers now 
believe that the new African wolf broke off from 
the grey wolf before it moved north, colonizing 
europe, northern Asia, and the Americas.

FeLLOWs

, Fellow in Modern 
Professor Susan 

Lady Antonia Fraser (Pakenham), 1950 
History, was elevated to Dame Commander 
of the Order of the British empire in the New 
Year’s Honours List for services to literature.

Goodwin Liu, 1991 PPP, has been appointed 
to the California supreme Court. 

Photo by M
urdo M
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Beverley Lang QC, 1974 Jurisprudence, 
has been appointed to the High Court as 
a deputy High Court Judge in the Queen’s 
Bench Division. Called to the Bar by the Inner 
Temple in 1978, Ms Lang took silk in 2000 
and was appointed a Recorder in 2006. 

Maggy Pigott (Toohey), 1969 
Jurisprudence, was awarded a CBe in 
the Queen’s Birthday Honours List. After 
reading Law at LMH, Maggy Pigott was 
called to the Bar in 1973 and spent her 
entire career as a lawyer in government 
service. From 2006 to 2011 she served as 
joint Chief executive of the Judicial studies 
Board, Judicial Office for england and wales, 
Ministry of Justice. Previously, she worked 
in the Lord Chancellor’s Department and 
the Department for Constitutional Affairs 
in various legal, policy and operational 
posts, latterly as Divisional Head. she was a 
Criminal Appeal Office lawyer in many high-
profile appeals, including major IRA, fraud 
and sentencing guideline cases

Baroness Manningham-Buller DCB, 1967 
english, former Director General of MI5, gave 
the second part of this year’s Reith Lectures 
entitled ‘securing Freedom’. Aung san suu 
Kyi addressed the themes of dissent and 
liberty in the first part, broadcast in June, 
and Baroness Manningham-Buller, marking 
the 10th anniversary of 9/11, completed 
the series. she spoke on intelligence and 
foreign policy in the aftermath of 9/11 and 
discussed how, once secured, a country 
maintains its freedom.
Rosemary Helen Sharpe, 1974 
Jurisprudence, Counsellor, Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, was appointed CMG 
in the New Year’s Honours List. 
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NeW FeLLOWs 
Dr Christina Goldschmidt - Statistics
Dr Christina Goldschmidt is a mathematician 
working in probability. She joins LMH as a 
University Lecturer and Tutorial Fellow in 
Statistics. Christina began her academic 
career in Cambridge, where she finished 
her PhD in 2003. She subsequently held a 
postdoctoral position at Paris VI and Research 
Fellowships at Cambridge and Oxford, before 
taking up a lectureship at Warwick in 2009. 
She is delighted to be returning to Oxford 
and is looking forward to getting to know 
LMH. Her recent research focus has mostly 
been on scaling limits of random graphs 
and trees. She very much appreciates the 
opportunity that international collaborations 
and conferences have given her to travel. In 
her spare time, she enjoys cinema, music, 
swimming, cooking, speaking French and 
growing vegetables.

Dr Natalie Quinn - Domus Fellow, Economics 
‘I come to LMH having recently completed an 
Overseas Development Institute Fellowship, 
working as an Economist for the Ministry of 
Health and Sanitation of the Government of 
Sierra Leone. It has been an interesting journey 
from my undergraduate studies in Mathematics 
and Physics at King’s College, Cambridge. Along 
the way, I have worked in Namibia and Tanzania 
and have completed the MPhil and DPhil in Eco-
nomics at Balliol College. My doctoral research 
investigated the ethical judgements that are 
inherent in the way economists transform and 
aggregate data about individuals to evaluate 
aspects of social welfare, in particular poverty, 
and conversely how we may construct poverty 
measures that embody a particular set of ethical 
principles. Alongside the DPhil I taught microeco-
nomics, mathematics and quantitative methods 
to students reading for the MSc in Economics for 
Development and to Balliol undergraduates. I’m 
greatly looking forward to returning to teach-
ing, taking advantage of the wonderful research 
environment in Oxford and enjoying some of the 
excellent music that this city has to offer.’

Dr Grant Tapsell - History
‘I’m thrilled to be returning to LMH, where 
I read Modern History from 1995-8. Being 
taught by Clive Holmes was an inspirational 
experience that consolidated my interest 
in Tudor and Stuart England. His will be an 
impossible act to follow. Over the course 
of my graduate and postdoctoral years in 
Cambridge, as well as deepening my core 
research on Restoration England, I added 
interests in early modern Irish and Scottish 
history, the latter gaining further momentum 
during five very happy years as a Lecturer at 
the University of St Andrews. I look forward 
to returning to tutorial teaching at Oxford 
alongside my wife, Catherine Wright, who 
has recently been appointed the assistant 
editor of English Historical Review.’ 

Lucy Tobin, 2005 english, has been named 
Young Journalist of the Year at DLA Piper’s 
inaugural media awards. Lucy, 25, who works 
as a City reporter for the Evening Standard, was 
chosen because of her significant contribution 
to news reporting in the previous 12 months. 
This year Lucy was also Highly 
Commended as ‘Journalist to 
watch’ at the work world 
Media Awards and as 
‘Regional Journalist of 
the Year’ at the Headline 
Money awards for 
financial journalism.

sTuDeNTs
Classic FM is calling 3rd year Music 
Undergraduate Jennifer Pike’s album 
of French and Belgian music “one of the 
most outstanding debut violin albums 
of recent years.” Jennifer was BBC Young 
Musician of the Year in 2002. Her Franck, 
Debussy & Ravel Violin Sonatas are 
available now with Chandos. 

Baroness D’Souza, 1973 Anthropology, was 
appointed the new speaker of the House of Lords 
this July. she is the second elected Lord speaker 
since the post was established in 2006. The Lord 
speaker chairs daily business in the Chamber and is 
an ambassador for the work of the House. Baroness 
D’souza was appointed as a Crossbench Peer in 
2004. Her background is in international human 
rights and development. Baroness D’souza is a 
regular contributor to ‘Lords of the Blog’ and is an 
active participant in the Lords outreach programme. 

Alicia Stallings, 1991 Mst Latin Literature, 
has been awarded a prestigious MacArthur 
Fellowship to support her work as a poet and 
translator for the next five years. Trained in 
classical Latin and Greek in the University of 
Georgia, Athens, and Oxford,  A.e. stallings 
currently lives in Athens, Greece, crafting works 
about contemporary life using the classical world 
and traditional poetic techniques.



6 LMH News  |  Issue 16

Farewell from Bob Griffiths
My academic history started in 1970 
with a PhD in the area of probability 
theory awarded by the University of 
sydney. I began a lectureship in that 
year at Macquarie University in the 
statistics Department in the school 
of economic and Financial studies. 
The students there were selected to 
become future actuaries and were of 
a very high standard. In 1973 I took an 
appointment at Monash University, 
Melbourne, in the statistics section of 
the Mathematics Department. During 
my years at Monash I moved up the 
ranks from Lecturer to senior Lecturer 
and then Reader. A major part of 
my career was spent there lecturing, 
supervising graduate students, and 
working on research problems. The 
standard of students in Australian 
universities was generally good. My 
research was mainly in Mathematical 
Population Genetics and I got to 
know people working in the area 
internationally. I had visited the UsA 
for conferences and sabbatical leave 
and knew parts of it well: Houston, 
salt Lake City, University of southern 
California, Chicago, however I had 
only attended a few meetings in 
the UK and europe because of the 
distance. After 28 years in Australian 
academia it was time for a change. 
A lectureship came up at Oxford in 
the statistics Department in 1998 
and I knew the group there working 
in Mathematical Genetics headed by 
Professor Peter Donnelly.

I was appointed as a lecturer from October 
1998. The position was associated with a 
tutorial fellowship in Applied Mathematics 

at LMH. I remained in post until retirement 
at the end of september 2011. I spent 
a total number of 41 years in academic 
positions after my PhD.

A highlight of my career was being 
elected as a Fellow of the Royal society 
in 2010 for my research in Mathematical 
Genetics.

Oxford has been a fabulous life 
experience for me, different from all other 
universities I have known, rich in history, 
high academic standards, small group 
tutorials and college life. I enjoyed the 
close proximity of europe and attended 
many academic meetings there. The rich 
history of UK and europe was important 
to me because of Australia’s comparatively 
recent history. I became a joint British and 
Australian citizen. Oxford is small enough to 

get around by walking and bike, so I lived in 
Marston and was pleased not to have a car 
after driving vast distances in Australia.

College life at LMH was good, and unlike 
any other institution I had encountered 
before. I enjoyed the collegiate nature of 
LMH and will remember colleagues and the 
many interesting conversations over lunches 
and dinners. The small group tutorial system 
was rewarding and the students were 
generally of an excellent standard. The best 
students were amazing.

Do academics ever retire? I have an 
office in the Department of statistics 
and intend to keep doing research for a 
while yet. I was awarded a Miller Visiting 
Research Professorship from the University 
of California, Berkeley, for four months from 
January 2012 to which I am looking forward.

Farewell from 
Nick Fawcett
I am leaving LMH for the Bank of england, after three 
happy years in charge of economics teaching. It has 
been a privilege to teach some truly outstanding 
students, and I had a lot of fun working with 
my fellow subject tutors! I am sure that PPe and 
economics and Management will continue its run 
of excellent results, and I wish all the best to Natalie 
Quinn, the new Fellow in economics.
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Farewell from Clive Holmes
 when seeking to persuade those interested in studying History at university 
to apply to Oxford, we stress three advantages: the fabulous library provision; 
the huge range of course options; and – the jewel in the crown – the tutorial 
system. with nearly 50 years’ experience of the latter, it seems appropriate, as I 
retire, to reflect on the changing face of tutorials. I went to Cambridge in 1962, 
and then taught tutorials as a Research Fellow from 1966-1969. The default 
pattern was the tutor + one pupil tutorial, in which the pupil read an essay and 
the tutor commented on it. This could be done well or badly, of course. The 
nadir of my experience was to read an essay to my tutor as he took his bath – 
he was a busy man seeking to develop a political career. At the other extreme, 
tutorials with the great classical historian, Moses Finley, were incredibly 
challenging and exciting. But the run of the mill tutorial seemed like a colossal 
waste of time: the read essay; the perfunctory comment – ‘good, but you 
should have used the article I recommended in the Transactions of the essex 
Archaeological society.’; the reading out of next week’s title/bibliography.

In 1969 I went to Cornell University in 
up-state New York. It was a university 
with many virtues, but not the tutorial 
system and there I learned the techniques 
of lecturing to large audiences, and 
of seminar teaching (unknown in my 
undergraduate Cambridge). But I kept 
my hand in with tutorials – a visiting 
appointment at sussex University in 1979 
(where, to save cost, the tutorial was 
supposed to be tutor + 4 students – the 
beginning of the process that has seen the 
tutorial wiped out in almost all universities 
save Oxbridge) and as a visiting Fellow of 
Magdalen in 1983. In this latter context 
I encouraged my pupils to submit their 
essays for me to read prior to the tutorial.

In 1987 I was fortunate enough to 
be appointed at LMH, and immediately 
had to re-learn tutorial teaching. The 
University had decided that new teachers 
had to be inducted into the mysteries 
of the profession, but only in relation 
to lecturing, so I, who had lectured five 
times a week at Cornell, was obliged to 
attend a depressingly poor course on the 
art of lecturing. Nothing on tutorials was 
provided. so, out of my early experience and 
discussion with colleagues, I developed my 
techniques. These have changed further 
over my 24 years at LMH. Our default tutorial 
is now 2 students + tutor (as financial 
pressures bite on Oxford), and technological 
advances enable typed essays to be sent 

as attachments to e-mail. so I will ask one 
student to send the essay in advance; the 
other student brings the essay to the tutorial, 
and I ask for a synopsis of its arguments or 
perhaps a reading of the first paragraph, and 
I lead a discussion based on that, the essay 
I’ve already read, and my own ideas.

Tutorials are expensive. 
Are they worth the 
investment? What does the 
student gain from them? 
At my retirement I have received a series of 
letters and cards from old students. They are 
warm, moving and positive. All the students 
mention their tutorials with me, and all stress 
two benefits they received from them. First, 
tutorials advance critical skills (particularly 
stressed by ex-students who have gone on 
in the legal profession). These are seen as the 
ability to dissect a question, to recognise and 
apply the appropriate data, to be sensitive to 
context and to the human issues raised. The 
second is self-confidence, developed in the 
process of argument with me. I have never 
sought to spoon-feed ‘right’ answers; I have 
never tried to display my superior erudition 
to put down an hypothesis; I think the 
primary materials are more important than 
the mastery of the modern historiography. 

what is in it for me – or any tutor? 
essentially, tutorial teaching is fun. Tutorial 
teaching is a privilege, working with, 
developing the ideas and skills of, highly 
intelligent and committed young people. 
And tutorial teaching is dialogic: I have 
learned from my pupils, as they have 
learned from me. It was a student in 
tutorial who pointed out that the proper 
question was not why Cromwell refused 
the crown, but why anyone was mad 
enough to offer it to him in the first place. 
The best critique I have received of one 
of my most recent publications was in 
a tutorial. so – Thank you, all my pupils, 
particularly those from LMH.

Clive in action as drawn by Maya Evans, 2003 History
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ODT Revisited
Jackie Keirs, 1963 Modern Languages 

As President of what was then the University Ballet Club I directed my first dance 
performance with fellow students in Talbot Hall in 1964. This was reviewed by 
the Isis as ‘superb’, although the musical accompaniment somewhat lacked 
sophistication, being provided by a friend positioning the needle (with utmost 
care!) on the tracks of ePs played on a rather tinny gramophone …

Monaghan (2007 Literae Humaniores), then 
a student at LMH, worked wonders with 
the excellent lighting and sound systems, 
and we received many positive comments 
about the ‘lovely venue’, praising in 
particular its ‘fantastic, friendly atmosphere’.

As always it was important for me to 
involve both local people and University 
students, nearly all of whom had contributed 
to my productions over the years. The two 
lively comperes, Richard Darbourne and 
Paul O’Mahoney, are both former Oxford 
students (Richard performed as Lysander in 
my 2001 production of A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream) who now direct their own Drama in 
education Company, with programmes to 
enrich the teaching of Mathematics, French 
and in particular Classical studies. Members 
of the A Cappella group, Commotio, (directed 
by Matt Berry, a former student at University 
College) specialising in contemporary choral 
repertoire and now doing very well in the CD 
charts, sang three very different songs and 
were full of praise for the excellent acoustic. 
The evening featured readings of poetry 
by Yeats and seamus Heaney, an amazing 
Latin American guitar duo, sketches, comic 
poetry, spectacular exhibition jive and more 
– something for everybody! 

The performance space contributed 
greatly to our enjoyment, and I am very 
happy that my eventual ‘stage return’ to 

I was lucky to be at Oxford at a time 
when there were terrific opportunities for 
someone with an interest in dance and 
choreography like myself, and in my 3rd 
year I had the privilege of showing Richard 
Burton and elizabeth Taylor how not to 
step on each other’s toes in Neville Coghill’s 
lavish 1966 Dr Faustus.

eventually I went on to found my own 
company, the Oxford Dance Theatre, with 
casts drawn from the local community 
and university students in 1987. I have 
vivid memories of rehearsing West Side 
Story and Pink Floyd’s The Wall at LMH in 
1988 and 1995, before returning 
in 2008 to work on the final piece 
of my theatre career, stravinsky’s 
The Soldier’s Tale, in Deneke, Talbot 
Hall and Old Hall – all of this, of 
course, bringing back affectionate 
memories of times past! 

Having recently enjoyed lectures 
in the simpkins Lee Theatre and 
always keen to meet the challenges 
of a new performance space, I 
decided (despite having directed 
my ‘very final’ piece!) to present an 
evening of Cabaret there in January 
this year. The theatre is just right for 
Cabaret, the stage being entirely 
open to the audience, and having 
the bar closeby is definitely a bonus! Chris 

LMH, made possible by the advent of the 
simpkins Lee Theatre, has left me, the 
talented cast and the audience with such 
happy memories! 

By popular demand the next performance 
of these talented Cabaret artistes will take 
place in the Simpkins Lee Theatre on Saturday 
21 January 2012!

 at LMH in 

Burton and Taylor: Dr Faustus, Oxford, 1966

Cabaret in Simpkins Lee, January 2011
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Development Update
Peter Watson, Development Director  

Research 
Fellowships at LMH
We are delighted to announce that Ockenden 
International is to fund a Junior Research 
Fellowship in the field of Forced Migration, for a 
period of three years in the first instance. The post 
will be named in memory of Joyce Pearce OBE, 
who read History at LMH in the 1930s and who 
founded the Ockenden Venture (as it then was) 
after the war to provide safe accommodation 
and a future for refugees coming to Britain - from 
the Hungarian refugees in the 1950s to the 
Vietnamese boat people in the 1970s. After Joyce 
Pearce’s death in 1985 the charity has continued 
to work to help refugees and displaced persons 
outside the UK in many countries including 
Afghanistan, Cambodia, Iran, Pakistan, Sudan 
and Uganda. The appointment will be made 
in conjunction with the University’s Refugee 
Studies Centre, whose founding Director Dr 
Barbara Harrell Bond was herself a postgraduate 
student at LMH and who campaigned tirelessly 
for refugee communities around the world, 
particularly in Africa. She was elected to an 
Honorary Fellowship of LMH in 2004.

We are also delighted to be able to 
announce that a wonderful legacy from Imogen 
Pilch (PPE, 1934), a direct contemporary of Joyce 
Pearce, will enable us to refill the Rose Research 
fellowship in International Relations from 
2013. The Rose Research Fellowship, which was 
founded as a result of the generosity of a small 
group of donors including Guy Monson, Suzelle 
Smith and Don Howarth, and Mary Lackey, 
has been held by three distinguished scholars: 
Dominik Zaum who works on state-building in 
post-conflict societies, Alexander Betts, who 
works on global migration, and Lee Jones who 
works on South-east Asia.

PPE Young 
Alumni Fund
An inspirational initiative by Philip Drake and 
Benjamin Murray (PPE 2005) has resulted in 
the creation of the ‘PPE Young Alumni Fund’. 
Their idea is to support the study of PPE by 
financing a variety of small projects including 
prizes. We are delighted that the first awards 
from the fund were made in 2011. It is our 
hope that subsequent generations of younger 
alumni will follow Phil and Ben’s example 
by contributing to the fund and that recent 
graduates will be encouraged to make an early 
gift to the fund, however modest.

Anyone wishing to know more about 
the initiative should contact Carrie Fehr on 
carrie.fehr@lmh.ox.ac.uk 

Alumni and friends of LMH have once 
again shown tremendous commitment, 
despite the continuing problematic 
economic climate, and in the financial 
year just ended (July 31 2011) have 
contributed over £2 million in 
philanthropic gifts – double the amount 
received in the previous year. Their 
generosity is a remarkable testament 
to how strongly they value LMH. we 
are immensely grateful to everyone 
who has given their support. 

This was the year in which we formally 
launched the LMH Annual Fund, to which 
alumni, parents and friends are invited to 
make gifts on a regular basis to support the 
ongoing operations of the College. These 
regular donations are of immense value to 
the College: they provide the funds to sustain 
the unique collegiate educational experience 
we offer, based on the Oxford tutorial system, 
and give financial support as needed to our 
students so that they can pursue their studies 
without the burden of financial anxieties. Next 
year undergraduate course fees for home/eU 
students jump to £9,000. we will need more 
than ever the help of our alumni, first to meet 
our share of bursary payments under Oxford’s 
new scheme, agreed by all the colleges and the 
University, and also to have in College our own 
resource to reward academic achievement, and 
to respond to unexpected hardship.

The results of the first year of the Annual 
Fund are tremendously encouraging: £433,000 
was contributed in small and medium sized 
donations by nearly 1,000 donors, mostly for 
the general purposes of the College and to 
support students. About 6,800 alumni receive 
this magazine, so I sincerely hope that the 
majority of those reading this, who did not 

contribute last year, will wish to do so this 
year and donate to the present Annual Fund 
appeal. It makes such a difference to the 
College and its students.

The environment in which our students 
learn has been immensely enhanced by the 
new facilities – the student accommodation 
and public spaces of the Pipe Partridge 
building – have been in constant occupation 
and use during this first full year of operation. 
we look towards the day when the whole 
project is complete, with the construction 
of the graduate centre and the new porters 
lodge and entrance. 

elsewhere in this issue Gillian Peele writes 
on PPe at LMH. The endowment of the Tutorial 
Fellowship in economics is the main focus of 
our fundraising for posts – under the Oxford 
Teaching Fund initiative. LMH is seeking to 
raise £1.2 million, with the Department of 
economics, in order to trigger the release 
of a further £800k from the Teaching Fund 
to endow fully, and permanently, this joint 
appointment. The post had been previously 
frozen by the university withdrawing its share 
of funding, which meant that we have borne 
additional costs in appointing College-only 
tutors. The University has now decided to 
transfer £60 million from its Capital Fund to a 
new ‘Teaching Fund’ from which grants will be 
made towards the full endowment of frozen 
or endangered joint posts, provided colleges 
have raised their share first. These posts will 
never be frozen again. That is our goal for the 
economics Tutorial Fellowship at LMH.

we will be contacting all alumni separately 
about the Annual Fund, and our other 
important projects, but if you would like to 
know more now, contact me at 
peter.watson@lmh.ox.ac.uk or Deputy 
Development Director Carrie Fehr at 
carrie.fehr@lmh.ac.uk.

Outstanding philanthropic support 
sees donations double in 2010-11

£1 million donation brings New Buildings 
programme nearer to completion
The project received a tremendous boost with 
a gift of £1 million in April from a friend of the 
College who wishes to remain anonymous, but who 
cares passionately about education, and is wholly 
sympathetic to both the educational and the architectural 
vision of LMH. This munificent gift has brought the donations 
for the second stage of our building project to £3.5m, which 
has allowed us to commission the detailed design work. 
A further £750k will allow us to move to the tender stage 
of this great project. The estimated total cost is £7.5m.
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PPe is one of Oxford’s biggest undergraduate schools, recruiting some 238 
students a year across the University in 2010. In that year english, with 240, was 
slightly bigger and History, at 235, slightly smaller. At LMH there are likely to 
be some thirty students at any one time reading the subject with about eight 
selected each year in the formal entrance procedure together with one or two 
who transfer in from other subjects or come as senior status students – for 
example our Rhodes scholars. The subject was not, however, always as large in 
the University and at LMH it has grown enormously in the last forty years. 

PPe at LMH
Gillian Peele

The origins of the degree can be traced 
back to the immediate post world war 
One period with the foundation of 
“modern greats”, which could be seen as an 
alternative to Literae Humaniores, which of 
course required Latin and Greek. This new 
degree emerged not just as a response to 
the modern world but to the changing 
needs of administration at home and in the 
empire. Philosophy was common to both 
the traditional Literae Humaniores syllabus 
and to the newer offering of Philosophy, 
Politics and economics; and the influence 
of Oxford philosophy remained a powerful 
one as it evolved over the twentieth 
century. economics initially had high 
policy content but became an increasingly 
specialised and methodologically rigorous 
subject. Politics by contrast was a rather 
ill-defined subject in the early stages 
and, although the Gladstone Chair of 
Government and Public Administration 
had been established in 1911, it was not 
until the appointment of John Redcliffe-
Maud in 1929 to a Fellowship at University 
College that any College had a Politics 
tutor. The heavily constitutional and 
historical politics syllabus was frequently 
taught in colleges by historians. even when 
I came to Oxford in 1970 many of those 
teaching the subject had studied History 
rather than Politics. 

The second world war changed much 
in relation to PPe. The war itself had seen 
the recruitment into government of many 
academics (including Redcliffe-Maud, 
Oliver Franks and John Masterman). The 
immediate post-war period brought 
their expertise and that of others, such 
as Norman Chester, from the Cabinet 
Office back to the university world. There 
was awareness that the social sciences 
–broadly defined –had been neglected 
in the UK and a variety of initiatives such 
as the Clapham Report advocated their 
expansion. Graduate studies at Oxford 
were enhanced with strong social science 
interests by the creation of new master’s 
degrees - B.Phils - and the foundation of 
graduate colleges - Nuffield in the late 
1930s and st Antony’s in 1950. International 
scholarly exchanges especially with the 
United states brought new influences to 
bear on academic life at all levels. 

PPe at LMH reflected these 
developments. Although it was at first 
a relatively small subject in College by 
comparison with Modern Languages, 
english and History, there was an 
established tradition of philosophy teaching. 
economics was strongly supported by Lynda 
Grier who had taught it at Cambridge and 
Leeds before coming to LMH as Principal 
in 1921 and when Margaret Paul took over 

from Anne Martin as Tutor in economics in 
1969, the subject was well established. It 
was not until my own appointment in 1975, 
however, that the College had a Politics 
fellow. The numbers reading PPe at LMH 
rose steadily. when I was appointed in 1975, 
there was a graduating cohort of nine and 
a matriculating cohort of eight, compared 
with a graduating PPe cohort of just four in 
1960. Postgraduate studies in the separate 
disciplines of Philosophy, Politics and 
economics gradually expanded in College as 
well.

PPe is undoubtedly now a success story 
on many levels. Newer undergraduate 
degrees in History and Politics and in 
economics and Management have sprung 
up, but they remain small by comparison 
with PPe. Applications for PPe are buoyant 
and employers seem to value highly 
the broad interdisciplinary intellectual 
experience and the unique opportunity 
PPe provides to develop analytic skills 
and empirical knowledge. Certainly, PPe 
graduates are highly visible in public life and 
the private sector. Famous PPe graduates are 
everywhere: both the current prime minister 
and the leader of the opposition read PPe.

The PPe syllabus has broadened greatly 
over the years to accommodate new 
intellectual developments. within politics 
we have seen an enormous growth in 
popularity of some sub-fields – especially 
in area studies such as the Middle east and 
China and international relations. economics 
has changed its core options recently making 
quantitative economics a separate third 
paper in addition to the familiar micro and 
macro-economics. Philosophy has added 
options including Jurisprudence. All this takes 
place against a background of increasingly 
varied academic research and activity. As a 

LMH hosts seminar on Coalition
During Trinity Term of 2011 Gillian Peele and 
Nicholas Owen (of Queen’s College) organized a 
seminar looking at the problems and prospects of 
Coalition Government in the UK. The series kicked 
off with a lecture by Peter Riddell entitled “Coalition 
Government in the United Kingdom: Towards a New 
Politics?” and included Lord Adonis, Professor Robert 
Hazell, Jill Rutter and Liam Laurence Smyth. The series 
concluded with a talk on “Supporting a Coalition: 
the View from the Centre” by Sir Gus O’Donnell, the 
Cabinet Secretary. The series was fortunate to be able 
to use the new Pipe Partridge facilities and allowed 
members of College and others to meet the speakers 
over drinks and at dinner. 
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glance at the subjects’ university websites 
will reveal, there are many wide-ranging 
new initiatives and offerings such as Bio-
Ethics Bites as podcasts. 

Not surprisingly, as a result of 
developments within the disciplines, 
teaching provision has become more 
varied and College tutors have become 
increasingly specialised. It would be very 
unusual now for undergraduates reading 
PPE to do more than a part of their 

I graduated in 2003 with a 2:1 in PPE. 
Just before I finished my Finals exams 
I submitted a somewhat speculative 
application to the Treasury. That summer 
I was invited to Whitehall for an interview 
and had received a positive phone call 
from the interviewers even before I had 
walked from the Treasury into Westminster 
tube station.

The impetus for this application 
had initially come from Gavin Cameron, 
Fellow in Economics at LMH until he died 
in 2007. He was an excellent tutor and 
friend and he also had something of a 
knack for gently providing career advice 
for his students and fitting round pegs 
into round holes. I was one of his pegs. 

I never anticipated spending more 
than a few years in the Treasury, but 
the civil service has proved to be a 
natural home for me. On darker days I 
sometimes quote The Godfather when I 
am asked why I am still here, (“Just when 
I thought I was out... they pull me back 
in”) but, in all honesty, the huge variety 
of opportunities in the civil service has 
meant that there has always been one 
more job that I wanted to do before I 
thought about leaving. 

I began my Treasury career working 
in the productivity and growth team at a 
time when Gordon Brown was Chancellor 
and ‘the Eds’, Messrs Miliband and Balls, 
were both highly influential Special 
Advisors (presumably the Chancellor 
believed that two Eds are better than 
one). I moved from there to work in 
HMT’s international directorate and later 
applied for a secondment to the British 
Embassy in Washington. I spent two years 
in Washington, coinciding with the 2008 
election campaign, the emergence of 

Two recent PPE alumni talk about 
careers in the public and private sector
John O’Regan

Barack Obama and, less auspiciously, Sarah 
Palin as national political figures; and, of 
course, I saw the largest global economic 
crisis in more than a generation.

I returned to London and to the 
Treasury in 2008 at a time in which the 
department was in a state of flux. It is 
now a matter of public record that, prior 
to the financial crisis, the Treasury team 
dedicated to the task of promoting 
financial stability numbered in the low 
single figures. When I returned, the 
team had already quadrupled in size 
and would do so again before I left. I 
worked on the rescue of the Royal Bank 
of Scotland and Lloyds and, following 
the change of government, have 
been involved in the international 
negotiations on banking regulation, 
which should ensure that none of 
this happens again. It is tremendously 
challenging and interesting work. 

It is important to say that I regard 
my time at LMH as a PPEist as an 
immense privilege. I should admit 
that, even before I started my course, I 
suffered from a rare and embarrassing 
affliction: a real interest in both politics 
and economics. I am regularly reminded 
that I was very fortunate to spend three 
years pursuing this interest and I am 
infinitely grateful to Gillian, Gavin and 
others for humouring me whilst I did so. 

I think it is fair to say that 
Government reforms to the Higher 
Education system over the last decade 
have placed a premium on courses with 
‘employability potential.’ As a disciple 
of Sir Humphrey, I should say that I am 
completely neutral on all questions of 
government policy. However, I am very 
aware that I was fortunate in that I never 

tutorial work in College. Moreover, there is 
immense pressure on teaching resources 
in some areas. Economics in particular has 
experienced a very high turnover of staff and 
we in LMH were especially hard hit when 
the post held by Gavin Cameron was frozen 
after his death. Fortunately we were able 
to recruit two excellent College appointees 
- Nicholas Fawcett and Natalie Quinn. But 
securing the long term future of Economics 
teaching is a major priority of the College. 

Overall though the future of PPE 
as it moves towards its first full century 
is exciting. In its second century it will 
face new challenges in its mission to 
promote understanding of the modern 
world. But it would be extremely 
surprising if such challenges were 
to prove seriously problematic for a 
degree which has retained its immense 
appeal as well as its flexibility and 
adaptability. 

felt I had to choose between doing what 
I enjoyed and what was professionally 
expedient. That, for me, sums up the real 
value of PPE and the continued relevance 
of the course. 

Continued over page



in the field of low-cost urban housing and 
another providing asset-based loans to 
cycle rickshaw drivers. 

I have no idea where the future will 
take me, which I like to think makes me 
interesting more than indecisive, but I 
believe that PPe opens a lot of doors and 
you shouldn’t be afraid to explore as many 
options as possible. That is what I certainly 
intend to do.

Tejpal Dhami, 1999 PPE
I have to concede that as graduation 
loomed in 2002, I didn’t take the most 
imaginative approach to finding 
work. Applications were duly sent off 
to investment banks, management 
consultancy firms and the Civil service. The 
allure of a two-month training program in 
New York – the home of Carrie Bradshaw - 
swung the balance, and I joined the ranks of 
JPMorgan’s equity research department. As 
a Politics and ethics student, I was in many 
ways an unlikely choice, but the analytical 
rigour and logical thinking instilled by three 
years of PPe were easily repurposed. 

working life came as quite a shock, 
although I admit that had I spent a little 
more time watching wall street and a 
little less time studying Carrie Bradshaw’s 
wardrobe, I might have been better 
prepared! within my first six months in the 
job, forty percent of the department was 
made redundant and my entire team was 
poached by another bank. On the plus side, 
this did make me, by default, the head of 
JPMorgan’s Media team!

Despite the pressures of joining 
an investment bank close to a cyclical 
trough, it was amazing training. The 
exposure one gains, even from the outset, 
is incomparable to any other industry; 

with regular meetings with CeOs, senior 
politicians and policy makers and, unlike 
other jobs, you not only create the 
research, you also market it. It is also 
the closest thing I think I will find to a 
meritocracy, with significant opportunities 
afforded to those willing to show initiative 
and take risks. It was my willingness to take 
risks that led me to a pan-european hedge 
fund in 2007. Being paid to watch the 
economy during one of its most fascinating 
periods in recent history, whilst stressful, 
was incredible. The learning curve against 
a rapidly changing macro-economic 
backdrop was a steep one. 

After eight years in Finance, as the 
learning curve plateaued, the feeling 
that I wasn’t creating anything tangible 
became overwhelming. It was at this point 
that I decided to move to India to work 
in social development. The growth of 
micro finance has sparked a revolution in 
philanthropy, with more and more funds 
being diverted to social enterprises. Being 
financially literate, I realised I could make 
a contribution to the development of 
sustainable business models which have a 
positive social impact. For the last two years 
I have been working to that end, helping to 
establish two companies; one specialising 

Social Enterprises like SMV Wheels use business 
principles to promote philanthropic aims such as 
increased income and income security for rickshaw 
drivers and their families living on less than $2 a day
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Moonstones on the Campidoglio
Lindsey Davis reflects on honours

Authors’ awards are like buses; you 
wait years, then along come three. 
In 2009 the Premio de Honor de 
Novela Historica was given to me 
by the Mayor of Zaragoza in Spain, 
accompanied by a military band 
wearing scarlet tunics and plumed 
brass helmets. It was a ‘lifetime 
achievement’ award, its prize a 
sculpture too heavy to bring home 
and no cash even though they were 
trying to persuade me to write a Falco 
novel set in Colonia Caesaraugusta, 
Tarranconensis, as part of the Mayor’s 
bid to have his city made a European 
City of Culture. Everyone was 
absolutely open about it. I was given 
a full tour of various Roman ruins to 
inspire a plot, and I still feel sheepish 
that I did the Pontine Marshes instead.

Word got out that I was up  
for a meal with a Mayor.
Come 2010 and was I free to receive the 
Premio Colosseo, a prize inaugurated the 
year before (for the biennial of Vespasian) 
and given then to the famous film director, 
Franco Zeffirelli? It is for ‘enhancing the 
image of Rome’. This entailed finding 
an outfit for ‘a gala evening on the 
Campidoglio, with many guests’. Ten days 
of shopping passed in a blur of anxiety. I 
ended up with garments whose cost would 
put a student through quite a lot of tuition, 

accessorised with moonstone ear-
rings (a Wilkie Collins tribute that was 
probably lost on most people).

The Premio Colosseo was another 
lifetime achievement award, perhaps 
not entirely for fine writing and certainly 
not a bribe, but a thank you for bringing 
Falco readers on holiday. My fellow 
guests were foreign tour operators who 
had spent much time being shown half-
built hotels and an unfinished aquarium.

We were taken by coach to the gala 
with a police escort, accompanied by 
sirens. There were five Premio recipients, 
but two didn’t show. A fashion designer 
and an archaeologist received their 
prizes, then the Deputy Mayor (whose 
remit includes tourism) handed me my 
own impressive stylised silver model of 
the Colosseum. There was a glamorous 
presenter, but at her first murmur of ‘So 
what made you write about Rome?...’ 
I grabbed her microphone. I had a 
speech. I had spent three days writing it, 
ending right on deadline as if handing 
in a long essay before a tutorial. My 
publicist had advised ‘just say nice 
things’ – and although he’s a Milan 
Calvinist, when he read it in advance it 
made him cry. I was damn well going to 
deliver the thing.

‘Rome is a city of love’ – it made me cry 
(and I was sober). I own up here to more 
deliberate tear jerking than the European 
Song Contest. Even so, I stand by it: ‘To 
write about a great city and then to be 
recognised by that city for what you have 
done must be the highest achievement for 
an author’.

I brought that prize home 
wrapped in a fluffy sock.
Next, the Crimewriters’ Association Cartier 
Diamond Dagger. New outfit (because 
the other was already in photos on the 
Internet; I have standards). Neither band 
nor sirens, but I spoke French. I spoke Latin. 
I showed off shamelessly, even though I 
was starting to be worried about all this 
‘lifetime achievement’ – which does faintly 
suggest that people think you are finished. 
Although I had gone up to London using 
my pensioners’ Freedom Pass, I hope for 
more. 

That was a warm and wonderful 
evening among colleagues I have known 
for 20 years. No money prize again, but the 
glittery brooch really is made of diamonds. 
I took it home in a taxi. By then I had had 
practice – and any LMH gal knows how to 
do things in style.
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A Dream Play 
Two LMH students describe their experience of working on a production 
of Strindberg’s A Dream Play at the Oxford Playhouse in February. 

As I reflect on my first year at LMH, I realise 
how fortunate I am to have enjoyed not 
only an interesting and stimulating year 
of academic work but also so many other 
exciting opportunities and experiences. One 
highlight took place at LMH itself when, 
in second week of Trinity Term, I directed 
a performance of John Blow’s Baroque 
Opera Venus and Adonis in the simpkins Lee 
Theatre. The performance was staged by 
‘Oxford Opera’, the University’s opera society. 
As director, I worked closely with the rest of 
our student production team in auditioning 
and rehearsing the cast of exceptionally 
talented singers and musicians. The opera 
is a charming telling of the tragic Classical 
myth of Venus and her ill-fated lover Adonis, 

From Stage to Screen
Jonathan Soman, 2010 Music

and uses a chorus of cupids, shepherd and 
graces. Our performance also featured 
four dancers who brought the many 
dance sequences to life with elegance and 
delicacy. Our three performances (Thurs 
12th – sat 14th May) were all well attended, 
and both the cast and audiences were 
impressed by the new theatre which is still 
something of a hidden gem in Oxford. 

Later on in Trinity Term saw the 
culmination of what has been many 
months’ work for myself and ‘Out of the 
Blue’, the a cappella group in which I sing. 
As Oxford’s only all-male a cappella vocal 
group, we have enjoyed many concerts 
throughout the year at college balls, 
schools and private functions, as well as 
successful tours of spain and the east 
Coast of America, but May saw us on our 
biggest stage ever as we took part in the 

ITV television programme ‘Britain’s Got 
Talent’. After our first round audition, which 
was filmed in the Hammersmith Apollo 
back in January and which aired in April, 
we were invited back as semi-finalists to 
compete in the live semi-final stages. For 
the group, which was formed in 2000, this 
was certainly one of our most important 
performances and we put in many extra 
hours of vocal and dance rehearsal to 
perfect our specially edited version of the 
Pointer sisters’ 1983 hit ‘Jump (for my love)’. 
Following our short video introduction, 
which featured us having a seemingly 
routine rehearsal session outside in 
Radcliffe square (!), and dressed in our new 
suits, which were customised with blue 
trim and sequined ties to stand out on the 
small screen, we gave a performance of 
which we were all very pleased and proud. 
Although we were given very positive 
feedback by the judging panel, we did not 
progress to the Grand Final (which was no 
bad thing given the academic pressures 
we were all under as exams approached!) 
but we had so much fun meeting all the 
backstage crew, as well as the hosts Ant 
and Dec, and seeing how such a well-
known TV show is made. 

A year ago, I would never have 
imagined that my first year at Oxford would 
include directing an opera and performing 
to 10 million people on live TV; this year 
has shown me that one never knows what 
is around the corner. I await the rest of my 
time at LMH with much excitement! 

Anouska Lester, 2009 
English, Production 
Designer 

‘How do you summarise ‘A Dream Play’? 
I could happily follow the well-trodden 
path of clichés - an experience like no other, 
unforgettable, once in a lifetime. Five times 
a year, a group of Oxford students are let 
loose in the Oxford Playhouse, and against 
all the odds, a lesser known Strindberg play 
was given its moment in the spotlight. Nine 
months later and we were all revelling in 
post-show depression. The fact that we had 
two reunions just two weeks after the show 
finished was testament to our love for the 
project and each other. 

Enough of our story, what about the 
play? Agnes, the daughter of God, has a 
crush on humanity. Her father decides that 

the only way she will get this out of her 
system is if she experiences life for herself. 
So he sends her down to earth in a dream 
vision, where she meets Builders and 
Bathers, Writers and Fighters. She falls in 
love, gets married (not necessarily to the 
man she was in love with), has children, 
and finally learns that being human is 
difficult, depressing, and sometimes 
just unfair, but that somehow humans 
themselves are full of hope, vitality and 
love. I have never before been involved 
with a production that had such a 
powerful story to tell. 

I was honoured to share this 
experience with some of my fellow LMH 
students - Emma Reay, 2009 English 
(script adapter), Lewis Godfrey, 2009 
English (Dean of Philosophy), and Jessie 

Norman, 2010 English (Dean of Theology). 
And I can now answer my first question - 
quite simply, you can’t.’

Emma Reay, 2009 
English, Script Adapter 

‘Adapting Stringberg’s A Dream Play for a 
modern audience was an odd experience. 
The original play has no discernable plot, 
45 distinct characters and is shaped and 
coloured like a dream. The director really 
enjoyed the sample scene I had submitted 
when I initially applied for the role of 
adapter and told me that he would rather 
let my brain-cress grow fierce and free 
and prune the product at a later date than 
stifle my creativity in what he intended 
to be a uniquely imaginative project. 
After losing my copy of Stringberg’s text 

in Costa I decided to devise something 
wildly new that only vaguely gestured 
towards the doom and gloom of the old 
script. I relished the freedom that the 

‘dream’ premise allowed - perhaps a little 
too much as several of my creations were 
tactfully axed by the director (including 
a talking dog and sudden rainstorms of 
paper / dirty laundry / petals). He did, 
however, make me a layered set that was 
flown in from above which meant scenes 
could merge and melt into one another 
and organised a whole orchestra for the 
black and white dance montages. The play 
received 5 * reviews from all the student 
newspapers and the Daily Info and was 
selected by the National Student Drama 
Festival to compete for a place in their 
annual review.’

student scene
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Over 7 weeks last summer, four of my friends—Andrew Spurr (Physics 2006), 
James Mountain (Physics 2006), James Archer (Music 2006) and Joe Wightman 
(Mechanical Engineering, Oxford Brookes 2006)—and I cycled approximately 
2300 miles from Dunkirk in northern France to Istanbul in Turkey. Our route to 
one of the world’s largest cities took us through 8 countries and 6 capital cities 
along Europe’s second longest river. Although physically gruelling, the trip was 
incredible and I know none of us will ever forget it!

Dunkirk to Istanbul Cycle Trip
Lloyd Chapman (2006 Mathematics, currently DPhil Life Sciences Interface)

At the start of the trip we cycled parallel to 
the Belgian border through northern France 
and managed to cover long distances each 
day on the flat roads despite the blistering 
heat, which at times melted the tarmac! 
Highlights from this part of the journey 
included watching the Tour de France 
caravan and peloton pass through a small 
village not far from Saint-Quentin, staying in 
the beautiful historical town of Nancy, seeing 
parades at the war memorials at Verdun and 
coming across the Festival les arts en Liberté in 
Saint-Dié-des-Vosges.

On leaving Saint-Dié we climbed up 
to 2000 ft in the Vosges before crossing the 
border to Freiburg in Germany, where we 
watched Spain beat Holland in the World 
Cup final alongside disgruntled German fans 

in our hostel! Having agreed to take our first 
rest day in Freiburg, we discovered the next 
morning that the hostel was fully booked 
for that night, so had to set off cycling. 
Climbing through the Black Forest we 
followed signs for a cycle track off the busy 
main road, which turned out to be a very 
long, steep and rocky path up the mountain. 
Unfortunately, after walking most of the way 
to the top we were stopped by an enormous 
logging machine and had to go all the way 
back down the mountain to the main road! 
Suffice it to say that we were all very glad 
eventually to find somewhere to stay in the 
winter ski resort of Hinterzarten, despite its 
only being 30 km up the road from Freiburg!

After this, we joined the Danube at its 
source in Donaueschingen and took the 
Danube Cycle Path through a scenic wooded 
gorge in the Upper Danube Nature Reserve, 
enjoyed a rest day in Ulm (the birthplace of 

Einstein), and continued to follow the river 
through a number of pretty Bavarian towns 

on our way to Vienna via Passau and Linz. 
En route, we visited the grand Walhalla 
Temple overlooking the Danube just 
outside Regensburg and Gottwieg Abbey, 
a beautiful Benedictine monastery near 
Krems. We took advantage of another 
rest day to sample the cultural delights 
of Vienna (including dinner-plate-sized 
portions of Wiener schnitzel!) and said 
goodbye to James Archer, who had to 
leave us to return home.

From Vienna, it was only a short ride 
to Bratislava, the capital of Slovakia, and a 
few more days cycling through Hungary to 
Budapest, which welcomed us with a truly 
awe-inspiring view as we entered the city 
along the Danube. From there, we headed 
south through quiet rural flats along the 
Danube to the party town of Baja, where 
we enjoyed some much needed recreation! 
Having crossed the border into Serbia with 
difficulty (we had forgotten to check whether 
Serbia was a member of the EU!), we arrived 
in Novi Sad and visited the impressive 
Petrovaradin Fortress (the home of the Exit 
festival). The next stop was Belgrade, where 
we stayed on the banks of the Danube 
and were given a fantastic tour of the city’s 
nightlife, including the floating barge clubs 
on the river, by an old College friend. Despite 
having sore heads (mainly from the local spirit 
rakia) the next day, we visited the Kalmegdan 
Fortress overlooking the Danube and the 
whole of Belgrade and soaked in some of the 
most spectacular views of the entire trip.

At this point we departed the Danube, 
having followed it for over 1000 km since 
Germany, and went south-east through Serbia 
to Sofia in Bulgaria. On the recommendation 
of our host in Sofia we visited a traditional 
Bulgarian restaurant and had a phenomenal 
mixed grill feast that came with flaming 
potatoes and what can only be described as 
sausage bunting! 

Looking back as we climbed the hills 
out of Sofia a day later, we were treated to 
a fantastic view of the city. After traversing 
the Trajan’s Gate mountain pass, our final 
long climb of the day took us to the spa 
hotel Ezeroto set in the beautiful slopes of 
the Rila mountain in the village of Kostenets. 
Having rested our aching legs in the jacuzzi, 
the following day we continued to Plovdiv 
in temperatures above 40°C. Thankfully, from 
here onwards we were able to get up early 
and cycle to our next destination out of the 
ferocity of the midday sun! Four more days 
and 350 km of cycling took us to the town  
of Silivri on the Sea of Marmara, our first  
sight of sea since Dunkirk and our last stop 
before Istanbul.

The final day of cycling was both arduous 
and very scary as the terrain was hilly and we 
were on the incredibly busy and dangerous 
main road into Istanbul (which we had 
been told would be fine by several locals!). 
Nevertheless, we made it to our finishing 
point, the magnificent Hagia Sophia in the 
central square. Thanks to James Mountain’s 
parents, we finished off the trip in fantastic 
style by staying at the Çiragan Palace 
Kempinski, an absolutely stunning hotel 
overlooking the Bosphorus that made all the 
hard work getting there seem well worth it!

Karlskirche in Vienna
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Varsity Rugby 
Jeremy Mather (2010 PGCE)

Film Society
Harry Andrews (2010 History)  
& Yue Ting Fung (2009 English)

Since its inception, LMH Film Society has indulged 
in a broad spectrum of films. Taking advantage 
of the projector and excellent sound system in 
the Simpkins Lee Theatre, the Society’s aim to 
accommodate the diverse tastes of its members 
has resulted in the screening of films from French 
Romcoms (L’Arnacoeur) to classic cult comedy 
(Sean of the Dead). The theatre has also been 
useful as a venue for seasonal film marathons and 
screenings, including a Christmas screening of 
Love Actually and the screening of Grease as part 
of the Society’s Valentines’ Day Movie Marathon. 
More recently, in conjunction with the Daisy Circle, 
the LMH Film Society paid tribute to film-maker 
and alumnus Tim Hetherington with a screening 
of his award-winning documentary Restrepo 
(which chronicles the deployment of a platoon of 
U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan’s Korengal Valley). 

‘A life time ambition fulfilled’ is all I could 
think about as my coach presented 
me with my winning Blues blazer in 
the Twickenham changing room. A 
flood of emotion and physical fatigue 
hit us all as we collapsed in a state of 
shock in our winners’ changing room. 
We had done it!
On the morning of the 9th December 2010 
I woke after a restless night to a perfect day 
for rugby. Blue skies, the finest pitch and a 
large ‘blue’ crowd awaited us at the home of 

English rugby. The light blues of Cambridge 
had had 12 months of bragging rights and 
that was long enough! We sat at breakfast 
deep in thought concerning the task before 
of us. Following breakfast we had our final 
light run through, packed all our ‘lucky’ kit, 
and boarded the bus to Twickenham.

Pulling up to Twickenham on a players’ 
bus was one of my favourite parts of the 
day; I had made it, but there was the most 
important job still left to do! As I sat in our 
changing room, listening to the words 
of All Black legend Anton Oliver (Oxford 
Blue, 2008) and looking at the guys I had 
practically lived with for the past 4 months, 
I had a real belief that we were going to 
win. We were the underdogs going into the 
game but that didn’t matter to us.

Walking out onto that pitch for the 
National Anthem was a very special if not 
surreal moment. A dream come true: what 
do you at that moment? Enjoy it I suppose! 
So I belted out the anthem as loud as I could, 
so much so that the Welshmen on my right 
were forced to join in!

The first half performance was epic. We 
scored two flair tries within a five minute 
period and we went to the break up 15 – 
3. They weren’t expecting that and were 
certainly rattled. The second half was a 
monumental defensive effort to hold on to 
our lead. Cambridge threw everything at us 
but the only man to cross our tryline that day 
was the referee when he awarded a penalty 
try for repeated infringement at the scrum. 
There was no way they were going to score 
in open play. As the clock hit 80 minutes our 

captain smashed the ball into the crowd, the 
referee blew the final whistle - pure elation. 
Oxford Univerity 21, Cambridge University 10.

When you have achieved a dream, 
what do you do next? I am going to try and 
pursue another. Having completed a PGCE 
in Mathematics, following five years working 
in the city, I am starting my dream career as 
a teacher this autumn. With regard to rugby, 
I would love to do a masters in learning and 
education, so perhaps, if I am lucky enough,  
I will get to ‘shoe the tabs’ one more time! 

The Daisy Circle
The study of politics and related subjects at LMH has been enhanced by the 
formation of the Daisy Circle this year. As a result of the enthusiasm and good 
organization of David Pares, Joshua Owens and many others, the Daisy Circle has 
held a number of formal and informal meetings and social gatherings. Although 
primarily geared to the subjects associated with PPE, it intends to be of interest 
to a much broader audience in College and to stimulate discussion of topics 
beyond the syllabus. It has held meetings on a number of topics including the 
financial crash, the 2010 American elections, and Wikileaks. Its formal inaugural 
meeting was the first of a series on the British Coalition government organised by 
Gillian Peele and Nicholas Owen. Peter Riddell from the Institute for Government 
spoke and the talk was followed by a reception.

The name commemorates Daisy, a much loved cairn terrier who died in 2010 
and who was herself named after a flower which is an LMH emblem. 

Hetherington Society
Following the tragic death of the photojournalist Tim Hetherington (1989 Literae 
Humaniores), Rebecca Marshall (2009 History and Politics) and Ollie Johnson (2009 
English) founded a society in Tim’s memory which seeks to continue the ideals 
which he embodied. Through screenings, exhibitions and discussions they aim to 
raise awareness of social issues worldwide; and through their events they hope 
their members will contribute their own artistic endeavours towards this end. 

Croquet
Philip Schroeder,  
JCR President 2011 (2009 PPE)

This June LMH hosted the inaugural College Croquet 
Tournament with members from the JCR, MCR 
and College staff participating. With Pimm’s in 
plentiful supply you might expect the afternoon to 
have been a fairly relaxed, good-humoured affair. 
Yet such an assumption would underestimate 
the sheer maliciousness of the game and the 
competitive instincts it draws out of its players. The 
change in atmosphere was certainly noticeable 
as we progressed to the later rounds; the quality 
of play increased markedly and breezy small talk 
was replaced with whispered strategising and 
conversations ‘clarifying’ the complex rules (tutors 
exhibited a clear tendency to talk with authority on 
a topic in which they are not, in fact, world-class 
experts). After a particularly tense final, Ben Pritchard 
and Richard Sommers were to run out deserved 
winners. Many thanks to all those who participated.

Student Scene

Jeremy (right) halts a Cambridge charge, Twickenham, 
December 2010
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LMHBC Report
Joanna Carrick (2009 Biochemistry)

The year started with a BBQ at the 
Boat House for the Freshers, and we 
managed to put three crews out at 
Christ Church Regatta. Both ‘A’ boats 
won their first round races, but sadly 
none of our crews was able to make it 
to the quarter finals. Our Women’s 1st 
VIII dominated the Isis Winter League 
races all winter, while the men stayed 
down at Abingdon, and raced against 
Balliol and Oriel in training.

Hilary Term will be remembered for the 
Women’s 1st VIII bumping St Anthony’s, 
St Anne’s, Linacre and Corpus Christi to 
win blades in Division 3, a feat they hadn’t 
achieved since 1997. The Men’s 1st VIII 
started in 11th place in Division 1 and held 
their position over the week, bumping 
Worcester just after being bumped by 
Wolfson on the Thursday. In the lower 
boats, M2 slipped down one place in 
Division 4, W2 dropped a place in Division 
5, and W3 were bumped by some powerful 
crews unfortunately to finish at the foot of 
Division 5. 

In Eights, the Women’s 1st VIII were on 
their way again to winning blades after 
bumping Christ Church, St Peter’s and 
Corpus Christi, but unfortunately had 
their last race klaxoned before they could 
catch Brasenose. The Men’s 1st VIII were 
less successful, getting bumped by Trinity 
and St Anne’s, both of which contained 

members of the winning OUBC crew from 
this year, despite having overlap on Jesus 
on both occasions. M2 were bumped by a 
collection of Schools’ Eights and 1st VIIIs to 
finish down three places for the week. 

This year has seen a real renaissance in 
the women’s side of the Boat Club. A brand 
new women’s Filippi 8+ boat arrived in 
Oxford a few weeks after Eights. The boat 
was very generously donated by Mark 
Robson and his family, and will be named 
after his daughters – Hannah and Flora. 

After Summer Eights, four members 
of the Men’s 1st VIII, along with Robyn 
Gougelet – the Women’s cox – teamed 

up with Balliol to try and qualify for the 
Temple Challenge Cup at Henley. LMH 
haven’t been represented at Henley since 
2004, when the crew not only qualified, 
but also won a round. Sadly, we were 
unable to repeat these feats - there were 
46 crews competing for only 14 places at 
the main Regatta. We were the 8th fastest 
non-qualifying crews, only 4 seconds off 
the pace. In other news, Joanna Carrick 
(women’s Vice-Captain) joined the OUWBC 
summer development squad, and raced at 
Henley Women’s Regatta in the Academic 
4+ event narrowly losing the semi-final by 
a canvas to Durham University.

Away from the river, we were very 
excited to re-commission the 
LMHBC blazer this year. They are 
available to anyone who has rowed 
in a Men’s or Women’s 1st VIII and are 
currently stocked in Walters on Turl 
Street. Please contact me for more 
information – paul.taylor@lmh.
ox.ac.uk, or for any other matters 
relating to the Boat Club.
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events and Lectures
Peter Watson 

This year the Pipe Partridge Building has been in great demand for events of 
all kinds, including not only those organised internally for our own students, 
tutors and alumni, but also a growing number of events for outside clients, 
managed by LMH Hospitality services Ltd. 

(1991 History), author of the international 
best seller Georgiana, Duchess of 
Devonshire, spoke about her new book, 
A World on Fire, a panorama of the Anglo-
American world during the American 
Civil war – and signed copies afterwards; 
journalist Doug saunders gave the 2011 
Canada seminar on the subject of Urban 
Migration; the Deneke Lecturer Professor 
Rémi Brague chose as his subject ‘The 
Failure of the Modern Project’; Professor 
Angela McLean FRs, whose expert 
subject is the mathematical modelling 
of the evolution and spread of infectious 
diseases gave the 2011 Heron Allen 
Lecture, on ‘emerging Infections’; and starr 
Visiting Fellow Professor Graham Oddie 
rounded off the year’s lectures, addressing 
value theory in philosophy with the 
beguiling title “evil tyrants, capricious 
gods, and a thousand happy egrets: some 
paradoxes of value, reason and desire”.

The events programme culminated 
with the best attended Gaudy for several 
years in July, at which, as well as the 
highly enjoyable socialising, we were 
treated to a pair of thoroughly engaging 
lectures on the sunday, by Michael Broers, 
LMH History Fellow, on the women in the 
life of Napoleon, and by Jenny Rose Carey, 
(1981 PGCe), Advisory Council Member, 
on 1920s American Gardens and their 
Landscaping Ladies.

Further afield in the UsA we held 
events in san Francisco where Martin 
Giles (1985 PPe) and his wife Isabelle 
Lescent-Giles kindly hosted at their 
residence a reunion for alumni in the Bay 
area, and in New York , at the Fifth Avenue 
offices of the University. A new overseas 
venture was an LMH Alumni dinner in 
Paris held during the Oxford european 
Alumni weekend in May.

Gaudy 2011: Ann Kentfi eld (1961 Lit. Hum.) cuts the cake at 
the 50th Anniversary birthday party for the 1961 year.

Amanda Foreman 
signs copies of her 
new book in the 
Monson Room 
following her 
lecture in Simpkins 
Lee to launch the 
book in Oxford. 

Do you enjoy playing golf? 
we would like to assemble an LMH team to take 
part in the annual Oxford Alumni Intercollegiate 
Golf Tournament in April 2012. Please contact Maya, 
development@lmh.ox.ac.uk, if you’d like further details).

As word has spread around Oxford of the 
excellent new facilities, different parts of 
the central University have been very keen 
to book events at LMH. Indeed in June we 
could justifiably claim to be the “College 
of first choice” for the University’s events , 
with the Vice Chancellor here on university 
business on no fewer than three separate 
occasions in the same week: first as host 
of the Annual Garden Party following the 
encaenia ceremony, to which the entire 
Oxford academic and senior administrative 
community is invited; second hosting, 
with the Registrar (and LMH Fellow) ewan 
McKendrick, the summer party for the staff 
of the University’s Central Administrative 
service, and finally to sign an agreement 
with santander Bank Chairman emilio 
Botín, for that company to fund 
scholarships for Graduate students. In her 
speech of welcome the Principal was able 
to explain her own links with the University 
of Cantabria in santander. 

University lectures have also taken 
place in the simpkins Lee Theatre, 
including the Humanitas series where 
distinguished visiting academics, writers 
and artists speak on a programme 
organised by the Humanities Division. we 
were fortunate during the year to welcome 
on separate occasions Nobel prizewinning 
playwright Athol Fugard and eyptologist 
Jan Assmann.

These lectures were open to the 
public and we are pleased to have had 
the opportunity of publicising them to 
locally based alumni and friends to attend. 
Of course we always do so with lectures 
organised by the College, and in the last 
year the speakers covered a fascinating 
range of subjects: Tom Hart, LMH Research 
Fellow discussed his research on penguins 
in the southern Ocean; Amanda Foreman 
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San Francisco, April 
2011.  LMH Alumni 
in the bay area 
gather for a reunion 
kindly hosted at their 
residence by Advisory 
Council member 
Martin Giles (1985 
PPE) and his wife 
Isabelle Lescent Giles

We were delighted 
to recognise the 
generosity of the 
1961 year group 
who between them 
raised £18,250 
during their 
anniversary year 
to name an Arch 
in Pipe Partridge. 

The Principal escorts Emilio 
Botín, Chairman of the 
Santander group and Vice 
Chancellor Andrew Hamilton 
to the Simpkins Lee theatre for 
a signing ceremony between 
Santander and the University.

Lewis and Hathaway look for clues in the front quad: 
Kevin Whately and Laurence Fox fi lming the episode 
“Old, Unhappy, Far Off  Things”, broadcast in April.

A large group gathered in June, many from overseas,  for a day-long celebration of the life 
of Alison Brading with lectures, music, readings.
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Virtual Archive produces beautifully detailed contemporary 
architectural prints by Ian Fraser. 
The prints are unique to Virtual Archive and are made with the finest quality archival 
materials. 

All the prints are limited editions, individually numbered and signed. These new 
prints of Lady Margaret Hall are available framed or unframed from the Virtual Archive 
website www.virtual-archive.co.uk or by phone on 01865 864100. The College  
will receive 10% of each print sale.

Dates for your Diary 2011-12

Freshers’ Family Day
Sunday 30 October 2011
An opportunity for the parents/guardians  
of first year students to visit, see the College  
and gardens and enjoy an informal lunch in  
the Dining Hall. 
11.30 am – 3.00 pm.

LMH Law Society Lecture
Thursday 3 November 2011
6.15 pm. Talbot Hall
Given by LMH Visiting Fellows, Suzelle Smith 
(1975 Politics) and Don Howarth,
 “The Lawyer in the Hotseat: Current issues  
in Legal Malpractice”

Canada Seminar
Friday 18 November 2011
5.15 pm Simpkins Lee Theatre,  
followed by reception, Monson Room
Speaker: Professor John Helliwell
“Happiness and Public Policies”

Professor Helliwell is the Arthur J.E. Child 
Foundation Fellow of the Canadian Institute  
for Advanced Research (CIFAR), the co-director 
of the CIFAR programme on Social Interactions, 
Identity, and Well-being and Professor Emeritus 
of Economics at UBC.

Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 27 November 2011
5.30 pm the Chapel,  
followed by wine and mince pies. 

Ockenden Lecture
Tuesday 7 February 2012
5.15 pm Simpkins Lee Theatre
To mark its establishment of the Joyce Pearce  
JRF at LMH, (see page 9) Ockenden International 
is also generously sponsoring this Lecture.
Speaker: the Chancellor of Oxford University, 
Lord Patten of Barnes, and guests will include 
supporters of Ockenden in earlier years.

MA Ceremony and Reunion  
for the Class of 2004
Saturday 11 February 2012
5.00 pm – 7.00 pm
£25 for Official Degree Certificate plus Reception;  
£10 for Reception only. 

Heron Allen Lecture 
Friday 2 March 2012
Speaker: Professor Christopher Dobson FRS
Master of St John’s College, Cambridge,  
Honorary Fellow, LMH.
5.15 pm Simpkins Lee Theatre,  
followed by reception.

Events in North America  
March, April 2012
LMH will be holding a reception for alumni in 
San Francisco on Tuesday 3 April 2012, kindly 
hosted by Michael O’Sullivan (1982 PPE)

It is planned to hold events in New York  
and Boston in the previous week, Details  
will be confirmed by email to all North  
America alumni. 

Founders and Benefactors 
Dinner
Wednesday 18 April 2012
Dining Hall, LMH
By invitation.

LMHBC Dinner 
Saturday 26 May 2012
Reception and dinner for Boat Club members 
and Alumni on the Saturday of Eights week.
Email invitations will be sent from the Boat 
Club in the New Year.

Gaudy Dinner 2012 
Matric Years 1962-1969, 
including 50th anniversary 
gathering of the 1962 year
Saturday 23 June 2012
Booking forms will be sent to the year  
groups in the New Year
Reception and dinner £40; B&B £35.

Gaudy Sunday 2012 - for all 
Alumni and their Guests
Sunday 24 June 2012, 10 am – 5 pm 
Lectures, exhibitions, lunch, garden party, 
children’s entertainment.

LMH Reunion for matriculation 
years 1991, 1992 & 1993
Saturday / Sunday 4-5 August 2012

To celebrate the passage of 20 years, more or 
less, since matriculation of the LMH classes 
of 1991, 1992 and 1993, there will be a major 
reunion in College on Saturday August 4th 
2012, for alumni of these years and their 
partners.  There will be a full and varied 
programme during the day in College and 
on the river, culminating in a formal dinner 
in Hall followed by a disco in the bar till the 
early hours.  See full details on the web. Drinks 
reception with canapés, dinner with wine and 
disco £65; B&B £35.
 

Oxford Alumni Weekend
14-16 September 2012
Reception and Dinner plus accommodation  
for participating Alumni
Reception & Dinner £40; B&B £35.

Please find below the programme of events for 2011-12. Bookings can 
be made online at www.lmh.ox.ac.uk. Alternatively, you can email 
development@lmh.ox.ac.uk or call us on 01865 274362

Events are organized throughout the year and advertised over email, on the 
LMH website and on our Facebook Page, Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford – Alumni.  
If you have suggestions for events you would like to see listed, please get in 
touch. We would be delighted to see you at an alumni event soon! 


