Lady Margaret Hall Archives                                                        [image: image1.jpg]S LIMH

Lady Margaret Hall



                                     
Dame Kathleen Courtney Papers        
MMP/3     
Extent: 1 box
Dame Kathleen D’Olier Courtney, CBE, DBE (1878-1974) suffragist and peace campaigner; studied Modern Languages at Lady Margaret Hall 1897-1900. Following a short period working for the Lady Margaret Hall Settlement at Lambeth Constitutional Girls Club, Courtney became involved in the non-militant suffrage movement.
In 1911 Courtney became honorary secretary to the National Union of Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) led by Millicent Fawcett. On the outbreak of the First Word War the NUSWSS split, with half supporting the war effort led by Fawcett and the other side, including Courtney, resigning in the belief that seeking international peace was the most important task.  During the 1920s, Courtney spent most of her time in Geneva, becoming Vice President of the Peace and Disarmament Committee of Women’s International organizations and having an active role in organizing the petition which was presented to the Disarmament Conference in 1928. 
That year she became a member of the League of Nations executive, before becoming Vice-Chairman in 1939. On behalf of the Ministry for Information she travelled to the USA twice during the Second World War to plead for the establishment of a permanent internal organization for collective security, disarmament and positive relief measures.   In 1945 Courtney became deputy chairman of the United Nations Association and in 1972 she was awarded the UN Peace Medal. 
The deposit includes letters from her friends and college contemporaries; suffragist and preacher Maude Royden (1876-1956), LMH 1896-1899 History and Evelyn Gunter (1875-1954), LMH 1894-1897 Scholar, History.  
Later materials in the collections relate to her travels in the United States during the 1930’s and 1940’s including letters home and newspaper cuttings about her trip. The ephemera covering her memorial service and the letters looking back at her life were brought together by Francesca Wilson for an unpublished biography of Dame Kathleen.  
Source of acquisition: 

Deposited by F.Wilson’s literary executor, F.Wolsey, in 1982. 

Top level Description: Memorabilia and Personal Papers of College Members (MPP)

MPP/3/1   Correspondence: 
MMP/3/1/1 Letters from Maud Royden to Kathleen Courtney:
Bundle 1: 11 letters from Maude Royden (MR) to Kathleen Courtney (KC) c.1899 (April-December), addressed from Birkenhead & Buxton
Bundle 2: 22 letters MR to KC c.1900, addressed from Birkenhead and Chester
Bundle 3: 13 letters MR to KC c.1901 from the Victoria Women’s Settlement, Liverpool and Birkenhead
Bundle 4: 16 letters MR to KC c.1902 addressed from VWS, Birkenhead 
Bundle 5: 13 letters from MR to KC c.1903, addressed from S.Luffenham.
[No letters c.1904]
Bundle 6:  4 letters, c.1905 written by Maude Royden, addressed from S.Luffenham & Birkenhead, Derbyshire, Oxford  
Bundle 7:  5 letters, c. 1906 written by Maude Royden, addressed from S.Luffenham, Bromborough
MMP/3/1/2 Letters from Evelyn Gunter to Kathleen Courtney:                                                          
Bundle 8: 11 letters, c.1900-1901 Evelyn Gunter (EG) to Kathleen Courtney (KC) addressed from Oxford, Reading, Weston-Super-Mare, Harlech

Bundle 9: 13 letters, c.1902   EG to KC addressed from Southsea, Oxford, Prospect House, Reading, Coventry. Includes one letter from Maud Royden  c.May 1902

Bundle 10: 5 letters, c. 1903, 1905   EG to KC addressed from Oxford and Reading
MMP/3/1/3  Letters home of Kathleen Courtney:

Bundle 11: Letters home from American trips c.1930 and c.1942-1943; addressed from New York, Los Angeles, Salt Lake City, Toronto, Ottawa and Pittsburg.
MMP/3/2 Memoir
MMP/3/2/1 Typescript 

MMP/3/2/1/1 Typescript part of projected memoir by Francesca Wilson entitled ‘Three Twentieth Century Women of Action: Dame Kathleen Courtney, Margaret McFie, Gem Jebb’, not published, early 1970s  
MPP/3/2/2 Reminiscences and Memorial address

MMP/3/2/2/1 Letters; reminiscences about Dame Kathleen Courtney and memorial address to her c.1975-1976:
The bundle consists of material brought together for ‘Three Twentieth Century Women of Action: Dame Kathleen Courtney, Margaret McFie, Gem Jebb’ by Francesca Wilson, c.1976.

Includes a letter from Gertrude Ward (Sheffield United Nations Association ) about Dame Kathleen and her time in the United Nations Association and a copy of the memorial service address given by Philip Noel-Baker ( April 1975) 

MPP/3/3    Articles and newspaper cuttings

MPP/3/3/1 Articles:

MMP 3/3/1/1; Photocopy of reminiscences by Kathleen Courtney of her student life entitled: ‘Victorian Oxford’, published in the magazine ‘Focus 25’ (Sussex University) c.1971. 

MPP/3/3/2:  Newspaper cuttings:

 MPP/3/3/2/1:  US newspaper articles about Dame Courtney in America and her lectures regarding the experience of war in Britain; Denver Post; ‘Britain’s Social Barriers Have Been Levelled by Nazi Bombs: Kathleen Courtney, English Intellectual, tells Denver Audience America Should Appreciate Duty to Feed Rest of World.”, January 13th 1943 and unidentified cutting; ‘Junior Leagues Hears Brilliant English Speaker’. Photocopy of Guardian article about Kathleen Courtney at 90. c. 1942-1943, c.1968 ( 1 small bundle)
MPP/3/4: DBE medal

MMP/3/4/1 Dame Kathleen Courtney’s DBE medal (c.1952) 1 artifact
Further information: 

Obituaries to Maud Royden and Evelyn Gunter can be found in the December 1954 and December 1956 Brown Books respectively, written by Dame Kathleen Courtney.  Dame Kathleen’s obituary can be read in the December 1975 Brown Book and is written by E.M Chilver. 
The Brown Brook is the annual journal for alumni produced by the Lady Margaret Hall Association; please contact the Archivist should you wish to consult the Brown Book.
Further papers relating to Dame Kathleen Courtney and can be found at The Women’s Library, London Metropolitan University (GB 106 7KDC) and the Imperial War Museum (Documents.9785)
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