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Comings 
and Goings

A Changing world
Gillian Peele, Editor, Fellow & Tutor in Politics

Oxford Colleges operate on many planes. sometimes they are 
indeed the self-contained and self-sufficient academic communities 
that their supporters admire and novelists caricature: intense 
and other-worldly strongholds of teaching and learning. More 
frequently however they are inevitably balancing scholarly concerns 
with the harsh realities not just of national politics and British 
society but the wider global environment which now shapes higher 
education as so much else. LMH is no exception to this requirement 
to engage with the world beyond its gates. This year has strongly 
underlined the extent to which we are part of a wider world.

On the national level we have of course 
seen a highly unusual general election. 
After a campaign which was marked by 
a further ratcheting towards personality 
politics as a result of three television 
debates on the American model and 
much post-election negotiation, we 
acquired the first formal coalition since 
1945. we also acquired in David Cameron 
the youngest prime minister since 
Lord Liverpool in 1812 and the first to 
sit as prime minister for an Oxfordshire 
constituency since Lord North. LMH 
acquired its first cabinet minister in 
Michael Gove. As a consequence of 
coalition many assumptions of British 
politics (from the structure of the cabinet 
and ministerial selection to consultation 
over the budget) have had to adapt to 
accommodate two parties in government. 
More radical change could be in the offing 
if a referendum delivers reform of the 
voting system. 

The coalition government has come 
to power against a dark background. The 
worldwide economic crisis that hit in 
2008 has not spared the United Kingdom. 
In common with many other countries, 
major spending cuts are in prospect to 
address public sector debt and higher 
education will inevitably be affected. One 
key question for Oxford will be what is to 
happen to the cap on tuition fees? This 
issue (which is one which could open up 
splits between Liberal Democrats and the 
Conservatives) is crucial if Oxford and its 
component Colleges are to have sufficient 
resources to maintain academic standards 
and facilities including the tutorial system. 

Beyond the national dimension 
however is the wider one of the 
international context. Higher education 
is increasingly global as the recruitment 
of academic staff, postgraduates and 
undergraduates shows each year. In 
this issue of LMH News we pay especial 
attention to China whose rapid growth 
in economic and political power has not 
only had enormous implications for the 

rest of the world but has had an impact 
on our own academic community by 
bringing growing numbers of students 
from China to study here and enhanced 
interest in all aspects of Chinese studies. 
(we also have two fellows on Governing 
Body with strong connections with China - 
Professor Li He, our engineering Professor, 
and Christine wong, a senior Research 
Fellow in Chinese studies who writes on 
page 13 about the Chinese economy). 
And we have a community of alumni in 
mainland China as well, of course, as a 
substantial group of LMH graduates living 
and working in Hong Kong. This LMH 
News gives a flavour of their many varied 
experiences of living in China and the 
contrast with Oxford.

Beyond the personal anecdotes 
and stories however there is a profound 
challenge both for LMH and Oxford as a 
whole. That challenge is how best to adapt 
and develop our educational provision 
to meet the needs of a rapidly changing 
world. It is not about ensuring that our 
courses meet some simplistic notion of 
relevance. Nor is it just about syllabus 
change, important though that is if the 
university is to connect with the wider 
world. Rather, it is about how we maintain 
and propagate the values that we think 
are fundamental to higher education 
especially critical thinking, dispassionate 
analysis and the free interchange of 
ideas. These values have been nurtured 
at Oxford especially through the tutorial 
system which is now under such threat. 
In mounting our appeals for support in 
defending the tutorial system and the 
Oxford style of teaching we should be 
clear that our concern is not just for the 
preservation of a comfortable status 
quo or the quality of our own national 
graduates. Ultimately our concern must 
be to protect the ability of this University 
to promote its distinctive values in places 
where western notions of freedom of 
expression and critical thought are at 
present alien.

COMINGs - ACADeMIC
since the last issue of LMH News, College 
welcomes a number of lecturers with academic 
backgrounds encompassing the Universities 
of Genoa and Trento, Tartu (estonia), Berkeley, 
Philipps-Universität Marburg, the sorbonne, Lse, 
York, Oxford’s st John’s, Jesus and Magdalen and 
the University of Cambridge. They bring with 
them specialisms in Comparative Law, european 
Private Law and Legal History, succession 
Law and Trusts; the nature of explanations 
within ethics; fluid dynamics; transatlantic 
relations during détente - 1969-1975, european 
foreign policy, International Relations theory, 
International Relations pedagogy, peacebuilding, 
and the cultural aspects of socio-political 
conflict; Greek biographical and chronographical 
traditions, Greek hexameter, lyric poetry and 
tragedy; 19th and 20th Century American 
literature; British 19th and 20th century political, 
social and cultural history. we are delighted that 
they have joined the LMH community. 

Alexandra Braun, 
Fellow and Tutor 
in Law

Julie Taylor, Joanna 
Randall McIver Junior 
Research Fellow (english)

Geraint Thomas, 
Lecturer in Modern History 

Maarit Kivilo, 
Lecturer in Classics

Mr Nick Hawker, 
Lecturer in engineering 

Dr Patrick Wallace
Lecturer in economics 

Kai Hebel, Lecturer in 
International Relations

Geoffrey Ferrari, 
Lecturer in Philosophy
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HANDOVeR AT THe LODGe
Head Porter Lawrence Le Carré retired in 
July. He writes:
“For just over the last seven years I have 
had the privilege of being Head Porter 
at this College. I came from a totally 
different background. I spent the first 
25 years of my working life in the army, 
the Parachute Regiment. After that, I 
worked in Kaiserslautern, Germany and 
Orange, France, so coming to an academic 
establishment was a great change.

shortly after I came, Mark Robson 
became Treasurer and Bart Ashton took 
over as Bursar. I was able to persuade 
them to start upgrading the security in the 
College. As a result, we started with ten fob 
locks and now we have over sixty electronic 
locks. At the same time, we have increased 
the cameras and as a result LMH has 
become a much safer place to visit, study 
and work in. 

I consider my greatest pleasure was 
being allowed to redesign the College flag, 
which I hope will fly over the College for 
many years to come.

The most memorable Gaudy for me 
was the 125th year anniversary. I thought 
the senior ladies were correct and well 
behaved, but the conversations I had that 
weekend opened my eyes to what they 
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GOINGs – ACADeMIC 
Dr Dana Brown, Clore 
Fellow and Tutor in 
Management studies, has 
left us after five years to 
pursue her teaching and 
research career in France. 
we are very grateful to 
Dana for her notable 
contribution to the life of the College, not only 
through her teaching, but also as Tutor for Visiting 
students, in which role she has enhanced the 
College’s links with Us-based and other institutions 
from around the world, and helped ensure that the 
year abroad experience at LMH is a challenging and 
fulfilling one.

Dr Michael Drolet, College 
lecturer in Politics. “since 
arriving at LMH in 2006, 
I taught a wide number of 
papers in Political Theory, 
the History of Political 
Thought, and Modern 
History, and was able to 
pursue my research in the 
political thought of 18th and 19th century France, 
publishing articles on the writings of Alexis de 
Tocqueville, Gustave de Beaumont, Michel Chevalier 
and François Guizot. I cannot convey how much 
I have enjoyed my time at LMH, a place where 
friendships and intellectual engagement have 
blossomed. I shall be moving to st. Antony’s College 
where I have been elected Deakin Fellow and plan 
to write a book on the French engineer, political 
economist and statesman, Michel Chevalier (1806-
1879). I look forward to my time at st. Antony’s, but 
will miss all those who have made my years at LMH 
so splendid.”

Dr Gunther Martin, Fellow in Classics, “After three 
enormously rich years as tutor it is time for me to 
leave LMH, but I will take with me a great treasure 
of experiences and fond memories. Being in charge 
of Classical languages and literature has been a 
privilege, a delight, and a challenge, and there was 
no time that lacked excitement. The inquisitive minds 
of undergraduates taught me so much, constantly 
confronting me with questions I had not thought 
of and making me rethink those I had. During my 
time at LMH I particularly enjoyed the friendliness of 
students, staff and colleagues, who have all made the 
College a most welcoming place for me and to all of 
whom I owe a great amount of gratitude.

The next two years I will spend on a research 
fellowship (sadly outside Oxford), which will give 
me time to focus on aspects of my work that are 
easily pushed aside by the busy Oxford terms. 
My aim is to write a commentary on euripides’ 
Ion. Needless to say I will miss the exchange and 
discussions with colleagues and students and 
will be keen to keep in touch with this wonderful 
community.”

Dr Patrick Wallace we say goodbye to Dr Patrick 
wallace who has taken up a full time teaching job at 
Radley College after teaching economics at LMH for 
five years. He will be much missed.

contribution to the life of the College, not only 

NeW suPPORT sTAFF YOu MIGHT MeeT IN COLLeGe

Bill Kemp, 
Head of Conference services

Gus Bridges, 
Development Database Officer

Anneli Chambliss, 
senior Tutor’s Assistant

had got up to as students — where they 
went on the punts, how they had returned to 
College after curfew.

what will I miss? I’ll miss the banter in 
the lodge, the friendliness of all the College’s 
departments, whether domestic or academic. 
some special people: the late Betty Partridge, 
who always lost her house keys and got me 
to go through her case (they were always at 
the bottom); Dr Ord, whom we visit if she has 
not phoned the lodge by 0700, just to see if 
she is OK and to provide her with the weather 
forecast which she asks for each morning 
when she comes into the lodge. 

It has been a pleasure to work at 
LMH, especially with the Dean, Professor 
Christopher shields, who has been a great 
support to me and other members of the 
lodge staff. 

I wish everyone who works and studies 
at LMH all the best and hope they appreciate 
how lucky they are to work and study at such 
a fine and wonderful institution.”

Jacqueline 
Murray has 
succeeded 
Lawrence 
as Lodge 
Manager. she 
comments: 
“I served for 
16 years in 
the Royal Air 
Force, travelling 
worldwide as Cabin Crew on operational and 
non operational tasks. I became a Cabin Crew 
Instructor and thoroughly enjoyed this role 
teaching newly posted personnel, current 
squadron and Aero-medical personnel on all 
safety and survival procedures. I requested a 
voluntary discharge so I could finally spend 
time at home with my husband. I’m looking 
forward to settling in to civilian life and my 
new role as Lodge Manager at LMH. Already 
I’ve had a very warm welcome, lots of help 
and patience from the team at the lodge but 
also from the various departments within the 
College. (All very much appreciated).”

Force, travelling 
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Congratulations to Fellows, Alumni and students

Professor David Macdonald FRSE and 
Professor Veronica Van Heyningen FRS 
(1970 DPhil Biochemistry) were appointed 
CBe in the Queen’s Birthday Honours for 
2010. David Macdonald, Professor of wildlife 
Conservation at the University of Oxford, 
Director of wildCRU, and wildlife Research 
Fellow at LMH, was honoured for services to 
natural sciences. 

Professor Van Heyningen, who is the 
President of the Genetics society and 
based at the MRC Human Genetics Unit in 
edinburgh, was recognised for services to 
science. 

Professor Robert Griffiths, Professor of 
Mathematical Genetics, was elected a Fellow 
of the Royal society on 20 May 2010. He 
has been recognised for his fundamental 
contributions to Mathematical Population 
Genetics in the study of evolutionary 
stochastic processes, probability distributions
 of gene frequencies and of genealogical 
trees. He initiated and developed 
computational algorithms for full likelihood 
inference of population genetics parameters 
from DNA sequences, and ancestral inference, 
such as finding the time to the most recent 
common ancestor and ages of mutations in 
genealogical trees. 

Professor Antony Galione, Professorial 
Fellow and head of Oxford’s Department of 
Pharmacology has been elected a Fellow of 
the Academy of Medical sciences. Professor 
Galione’s work has been instrumental in 
elucidating new calcium signalling pathways 
in the cell. Calcium signalling plays a vital role 
in the body, coordinating and controlling 
processes as diverse as heart contraction, nerve 
growth, control of appetite, regulation of the 
immune system and insulin secretion by the 
pancreas. Professor Galione’s discoveries have 
implications for our understanding of cell 
regulation in health and disease.

Professor Alain Viala was awarded the 
2009 R.H. Gapper Book Prize in July 2010 by 
the society for French studies for La France 
galante (Presse Universitaires de France). The 
Prize is made annually to the best book within 
French studies by a scholar working in Britain 
or Ireland. Professor Viala’s study charts the 
rise and cultural prominence of galanterie, the 
wide range of practices (notably conversation) 
and cultural productions (multi-media court 
festivals or fêtes galantes, poems, dialogues, 
letters, maxims, novels, theatre, opera, 
paintings) that were most prominent between 
the mid-seventeenth and mid-eighteenth 
centuries. 

Mrs Anna McNair Scott (Colquhoun) 
(1964 english) was named a Distinguished 
Friend of Oxford at a ceremony in the Divinity 
school on 2 March 2010. The award was 
established in 1997 to recognise formally 
individuals who have acted as exceptional 
volunteers for the benefit of the University or its 
Colleges. Anna McNair scott was the Founding 
Chairman of the LMH Advisory Council from 
1995 to 2002 and has remained an active 
member ever since. she chaired the appeal to 
endow one of the english Fellowships at LMH, 
which was successfully concluded in 2006 
with the raising of £1m to create the Barbara 
scott english Fellowship. she was elected to a 
Foundation Fellowship at LMH in 2003.

Professor Ewan McKendrick, currently Pro-
Vice-Chancellor, Herbert smith Professor of 
english Private Law, and Fellow of LMH, has 
been appointed Registrar of the University of 
Oxford beginning in 2011. The Registrar is the 
Head of University administration. 

david macdonald

alain vialarobert griffiths antonY galione anna mcnair scott ewan mckendrick

veronica van 
heYningen

Congratulations to the many LMH students 
who won prizes in university examinations 
this year. They will be listed in the Annual 
Report in January 2011. We are delighted 
to record in addition the following 
achievements.

George Chambers 
(2007 Music) Director 
of the student a capella 
group, the Oxford 
Gargoyles, saw his choir 
crowned winners of the 
Voice Festival UK 2010. 
They also won Best 
Arrangement for Alex Kaiserman’s (Balliol) If I ain’t 
got you and George himself received a Highly 
Commended for his arrangement of Blue Skies.

Nita Colaco (2008 MPhil 
in economic and social 
History) was named as 
a finalist for the Oxford 
Leadership Prize. Run by 
the saïd Business school 
and Green Templeton 
College, the competition 
asked for responses to the topic: ‘Diversity 
and Inclusion’: part of the solution or part of the 
problem for effective organisational leadership in a 
rapidly globalising world?’ Nita submitted a joint 
entry with scott erwin (DPhil Theology, Christ 
Church) which examined current programmes 
to increase diversity in a number of businesses 
and universities and found that more attention 
needed to be devoted to socioeconomic 
diversity.

Adam Parker (2007 PPe) 
and Amy Baron (2007 
european and Middle 
eastern Languages) both 
won places at Princeton 
on the prestigious Tikvah 
Project summer seminar 
2010. The seminar 
accepted 60 international 
candidates and 
presented the students 
with opportunities to 
discuss the subject 
‘Jewish Thought and 
enduring Human 
Questions’ .

david macdonald

veronica van 

david macdonalddavid macdonald

accepted 60 international 



LMH News  |  Issue 15 5

Congratulations to Fellows, Alumni and students

george hollingberYbaroness neville Jones PhiliP hollobone harriett baldwin dominic raab

Jennifer Pike (2009 
Music) was one of the 
three young musicians to 
be awarded the London 
Music Masters Awards 
for 2009–12. Made every 
three years, the awards 
are designed to support 
three exceptional violinists aged 18-28 in entering 
the professional classical music industry. London 
Music Masters (LMM) is a UK-based, privately-
funded charity that supports the involvement of 
young musicians in classical music. Jennifer works 
on the Bridge Project of the LMM, an educational 
initiative that identifies and nurtures young 
children who might not otherwise have the 
opportunity to study classical music. 

Suzie Sheehy (2007 DPhil 
Physics) was granted the 
Vice-Chancellor’s Civic 
Award in recognition of her 
outstanding commitment 
to volunteering in the local 
community and the wider 
world. suzie has been 
a science and engineering Ambassador since 
2007 and has worked in collaboration with CeRN 
(european Organisation for Particle Physics) to 
promote particle and accelerator physics in the UK 
through her own outreach programme, featured in 
last year’s LMH News. Accelerate! is a free interactive 
science show that gives secondary school students 
and the public a chance to learn about particle 
and accelerator physics. suzie conceived and 
directed the programme which involved training 
a team of graduate student volunteers who have 
delivered the show to over 4000 school students 
around the UK. 

Lavinia Singer (2007 
english) has been 
awarded the sir Roger 
Newdigate’s Prize for best 
composition in english 
verse by an Oxford 
undergraduate. Her 
winning poem is entitled 
The Mapmaker’s Daughter. The Prize was founded 
by sir Roger Newdigate in the 18th Century and 
former winners have included Matthew Arnold, 
John Buchan and Oscar wilde. The poem was read 
at encaenia, the annual ceremony where honorary 
degrees are presented by the University. 

The Mapmaker’s Daughter
When the door is shut, I know He’s at work.
Creating worlds by the flow of a pen tip – 

I used to think He was a god, crafting
with quadrant and accurate vernier.

In seven days separating water from land,
A straining Newton with compasses clutched 

dextrously mapping Particles of Light. 

When the electricity blared its last,
He took to lighting candle stubs, the flames

licking the ink so the colours blinked like stained glass.
Toffee shores glowed like half moons, round 
with sand tumbling like uncountable kisses.

From coast to peninsula, each scrub and each dab
plotted a country, a nation, a home.

When bored in the house and Him locked away
I’d be content with an old mottled print

scouted out at a car boot sale, 
amid chipped tea cup and watering can.

A mappus mundi, Dad said. No ordinary map!
Its circles and symbols resembled a code, 

and the land it outlaid was like none I had known.

When science and story were one, and
the globe some plump orb of possibility, 

where cave-dwelling giants mixed with dog-headed men,
dwarves riding on crocodiles, and charmers of snakes.

I’d stare at those figures holding their heads
like swollen shopping bags, and little folk
gathering silk worms by the Tree of Life.

When the forests here went, I missed the green
of Dad’s work. Colour of the kind that sits

in front of your face, sucking your eyeballs. 
The white of the icebergs too, melted away.

His parchment now looks like something deceased, 
brown like tough skin with odd cities freckled,
rivers of wrinkles and washed stains of blue.

O the blue !

Now oceans rise and Neptune conquers all,
The tide a hiccup choking up upon shore.

Nothing can stop the waves, as they soar – 
stealing strips of terrain, smashing houses and shops.
Now all that Dad’s map shows are disparate islands,

bobbing bits of broken turf, continents cracked.
The monsters have gone now, and many men too.

Now all Dad needs is tins of cyan,
turquoise and teal and ultramarine, 

the blues of midnight, lavender and sky.
And me? I look at my old print now
and an old Ordnance Survey of his. 

They both show a world I can barely believe.
A world that was marvellous. 

A world that was good.

Lavinia Singer

LMH ALuMNI IN PARLIAMeNT 

THe 2010 GeNeRAL eLeCTION
LMH’s First Member 
of the Cabinet 
LMH has its first member 
of the Cabinet, Michael 
Gove (1985 english) 
appointed secretary of 
state for education after 
successfully defending 
his surrey Heath 
constituency for the Conservatives.
LMH’s Minister of State for Security
we also congratulate Baroness Neville Jones 
(1958 History) on her appointment as Minister 
of state for security.

LMH MPs
Philip Hollobone (1984 History) was 
re-elected as the Conservative MP for Kettering 
with a majority of 9,094. 3 LMH alumni were 
also newly elected as MPs: Harriett Baldwin 
(Egglestone) (1978 Modern Languages, 
French & Russian), Conservative MP for 
worcestershire west with a majority of 6,804; 
George Hollingbery (1979 Human sciences), 
Conservative MP for Meon Valley with a 
majority of 12,125; Dominic Raab (1993 Law), 
Conservative MP for esher and walton with a 
majority of 18,593.

LMH PeeRs
Two LMH alumni, Kathryn (Kate) Parminter 
(1983 Theology) and former MP Matthew 
Taylor (1982 PPe) 
were appointed Liberal 
Democrat Peers in 
the House of Lords. 
Kate Parminter is the 
former Chief executive 
of the Campaign to 
Protect Rural england 
and a Trustee of the 
Institute for Public Policy 
Research. Matthew 
Taylor is a former Liberal 
Democrat MP and party 
spokesman, and is the 
present Chairman of 
the National Housing 
Federation. 
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LMH’s Professor Guy Stroumsa is the first holder of the Univerity’s new 
Professorship of the Study of Abrahamic Religions. The following article 
is excerpted from his Inaugural Lecture, ‘From Abraham’s Religion to the 
Abrahamic Religions,’ delivered on 12 May 2010. A podcast of the Lecture 
can be found on the website of the Faculty of Theology.

Portrait of  
the artist 
Hernán Cortés Moreno has been 
commissioned to paint a portrait of 
the Principal to be finished in 2011. 
Dr Xon de Ros, Tutor in Spanish, 
discusses his work: 
It can be argued that the task of a portrait 
painter and that of the Head of House is 
not entirely dissimilar. Both have to work 
within a highly formalized tradition on 
which they stamp their own personal vision. 
They represent their respective subjects 
for the public and their roles require the 
right balance between self-effacement 
and self-assertion. In this case there is also 
an element of reciprocity. Frances Lannon, 
the Principal of LMH, is a renowned social 
historian of modern Spain, and the Spanish 
painter Hernán Cortés Moreno (Cadiz, 1953) 
has a declared interest in British portraiture. 
Among his sitters are many illustrious Anglo-
Hispanists, some with a link to Oxford, like Sir 
John Elliott (left), Regius Professor Emeritus 

On the Concept and Study of the Abrahamic Religions

contenders for the inheritance, there is one 
true heir and two impostors.

Indeed, one cannot find the concept 
of ‘Abrahamic religions’ (in the plural) in the 
traditional theology of Judaism, Christianity 
or Islam. Whence, then, does the concept 
come? Although I have not been able, so far, 
to identify a clear source, all occurrences I am 
aware of belong to the second half of the 
last century. In the short entry of the Oxford 
English Dictionary, the first occurrence of 
‘Abrahamic faiths’ is from 1988. A generation 
ago, one often heard or read about ‘the 
Judeo-Christian tradition.’ This concept, too, 
is a concoction of the twentieth century. 
It made its first appearance before the 
Second World War, mainly in the United 
States. It became more common, also in 
Europe, after the war, obviously in order 
to highlight the fundamental parental link 
between Christianity and Judaism, in a rather 
belated attempt to fight anti-Semitism. The 
concept of ‘Abrahamic Religions’ seems to 
appear even later on the scene, and has 
become more and more frequent only in 

the last two or three decades, fast replacing 
older designations, such as the rather 
bland ‘monotheistic religions,’ or the more 
interesting ‘religions of the book.’ 

This concept, then, is quite new, and 
represents a real paradigm change. It does 
not take much intellectual daring to assume 
that its origin, or at least its common use, 
is due to honest efforts to broaden the 
boundaries of European identity, in order 
to permit the cultural integration of the 
new Muslim populations of Europe – or, at 
least, to fight Islamophobia and its dubious 
arguments about the essentially foreign 
character of Islam in European culture. 
Dubious, at the very least since Islam has 
always remained present in Europe, even 
after the failure of the siege of Vienna in 
1683. Today, the concept of ‘Abrahamic 
religions’ is of immediate relevance in the 
ongoing debate on European religious and 
cultural identity and for the attempts to 
forge a Constitution for the European Union.

From the end of late antiquity to 
that of the Middle Ages, from Baghdad 
to Toledo, Jews, Christians and Muslims 
alike, sometimes even in collaboration, 
succeeded in a major reshuffling of classical 
culture, its Christianization and Islamization 
through the translations into Syriac, Arabic, 
Hebrew and Latin of major works of Greek 

of Modern History, and Sir Raymond Carr, 
Warden of St. Antony’s (1968-87), as well as 
the British historian Hugh Thomas and the 
American art historian Jonathan Brown. He 
enjoys a high reputation in Spain and his 
portraits include scholars and personalities 
of the arts and culture, the king and other 
members of the Royal family, and statesmen 
such as Javier Solana or Felipe González. 
Among his recent public commissions is a 
7-piece polyptic of the drafters of the 1978 
Constitution for the Spanish Parliament, and 
a collective series for the Senate to celebrate 
the 30th anniversary of the first democratic 
elections. 

His portraits follow the humanist 
individualism of the Italian Renaissance. 
Like them, the viewer often shares the 
psychological space of the models. In Cortés’ 
paintings, detail is always elucidation and 
never encumbrance. It serves to project 
the personality rather than to mark the 
sitter’s life achievements. The shallow space, 
subdued palette and neutral background 
of his portraits recall the Spanish Masters 
of the seventeenth-century. His preference 
for acrylic rather than oil and his use of 
photography gives his work a graphic, exact, 

Throughout history, Jews, Christians and 
Muslims have fought for the sole possession 
of Abraham. For the Jews, he is Avraham 
avinu, Our Father Abraham. Although there is 
no denying that he was also Ishmael’s father, 
the Jews remained convinced – as indeed 
did the Christians – that Isaac was his really 
beloved son, his sole heir. In the Rabbinic 
conception of Abraham, which emerged in 
late antiquity at a time of real conflict over 
Abraham’s inheritance, there was no place for 
the Christian, and later for the Islamic claims 
on Abraham. Similarly, the Christians, having 
rejected the Jews’ claim of Abraham as their 
own, would have no room for the Islamic 
Ibrahim, for them a later perversion based 
upon poorly understood Jewish and Christian 
traditions. Finally, the Qur’an rejected both 
the Jewish and the Christian claims with 
the same arguments. In each case, there 
is one true Abraham and two illegitimate 
claims based on false prophecy – or, for the 
Christian understanding of vetus Israel, on 
the misunderstanding by the Jews of their 
prophets of old. From each of the three major 

Professor Sir John Elliott 2001-02
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literature. One often reads these days of 
‘the spiritual roots’ of european identity. 
I must confess that I am wary of ‘roots.’ 
The word points to the past, and more 
seriously, it entails a self-enclosed 
identity and reflects centripetal forces. 
Too often, ‘roots’ are a code for what 
Henri Bergson called ‘closed religion’, to 
which he opposed the ‘open religion’ 
exemplified first by the prophets of 
Israel, then by Jesus. Rather than roots, 
I prefer to speak about heritage, about 
legacy. The comparative historian of 
religions will find herself or himself 
working as a historian of culture, or 
rather, a historian of the intersection and 
crosspollination between cultures. The 
Christian and Muslim societies, then, 
can be perceived as a huge eco-system 
of sorts, within which religions have 
constantly informed the cultures, and 
cultures have informed religions. (This 
does not entail, of course, that religion 
and culture can be perceived as entities 
quite distinct from one another.) It is this 
vast inter-continent of civilizations, again, 
from Baghdad to Toledo, at least, which 
represents our real cultural heritage. In 
that sense, the concept of Abrahamic 
religions is a powerful tool for countering 
discourse on a ‘clash of civilizations.’

realist finish and a distinctive high 
resolution quality. His reputation is 
based not only on his extraordinary 
insightfulness into the characters 
portrayed, but above all on his 
attitude towards portraiture itself 
which stresses the visual impact 
of his subjects. stark and devoid of 
anecdote, his approach makes abstract 
composition perceptible within 
figuration, and combines the classical 
with the absolutely contemporary.

http://hernancortesmoreno.com/

On the Concept and study of the Abrahamic Religions

Starr Visiting Fellows
The starr Visiting Fellowship 
has offered academics from 
the Us the opportunity to 
spend a period of research 
leave in Oxford based at 
LMH. During their stay, starr 
Visiting Fellows have greatly 
contributed to College 
culture with lectures and 
talks. Unfortunately Professor 
Graham Oddie will be the last 
starr Fellow as the programme 
draws to a close. 

Starr Fellow for 
2010-11 
Professor Graham Oddie
I am delighted to be joining 
LMH this Fall. I am a New 
Zealander by birth and 
studied philosophy as 
an undergraduate at the 
University of Otago before 
completing a PhD at the 
University of London in logic 
and philosophy of science. 
I returned to NZ to teach at 
Otago University and later 
at Massey University. For the 
last sixteen years I have been 
Professor of Philosophy at 
the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. I have held Visiting 
Professorships and Fellowships 
in Australia, Finland, Israel, 
england, New Zealand, and 
Czechoslovakia, but this is my 
first extended visit to Oxford. In 
recent years my interests have 
been in the theory of value 
— what goodness is, whether 
it is real, and if so, whether 
and how we could have 
knowledge of it. I developed 
a realist theory of value in 
the monograph Value, Reality 
and Desire, which came out 
with OUP. At Oxford I will be 
researching and writing about 
the nature and knowledge of 

value in the arts, while enjoying 
being a member both of the 
College and of the largest 
philosophical community 
on the planet. My wife (a 
literacy teacher) and I have 
three children all of whom 
are pursuing tertiary studies 
in music (violin, viola and 
harpsichord) and my oldest just 
completed an MPhil in music at 
Oxford. My main pastimes are 
enjoying music, cycling, cross-
country skiing, and playing and 
making guitars.

Former Starr Fellows

Dr Seth Whidden, 
michaelmas term 2009
The starr Visiting Fellowship 
gave me time away from my 
usual responsibilities enabling 
me to map out my current 
book project, provisionally 
entitled The End of Poetic 
Authority: Rimbaud, 1871-1872. 
In this study, I consider the 
ways in which Arthur Rimbaud 
responded to the damaging 
blow dealt to political 
authority at the end of 
Napoleon III’s second empire 
(1852-1870). Being at LMH 
has given me the opportunity 
to prepare my own area of 
specialism of nineteenth-
century French poetry and 
be engaged by students in 
a new way; and I am keen to 
incorporate some aspects of 
the Oxford tutorial system into 
my teaching when I return to 
my home institution (Villanova 
University, UsA). In addition, I 
have been struck by the warm 
collegiality that permeates 
LMH. It is, quite simply, a 
unique place to be and to 
work, and I consider myself 
fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to be a part of it.

Dr Carol Rocamora, 
trinity term 2010
Dr Carol Rocamora is a 
Chekhov scholar, educator, 
translator, playwright, critic 
and biographer. she came to 
LMH from NYU’s Tisch school 
of the Arts. she has recently 
completed Rubles, a collection 
of original plays inspired by 
Chekhov’s short stories. Her 
current project is a biography 
entitled Chekhov: Portraits. 
whilst at LMH she put on a 
reading of her work ‘I take 
your hand in mine...’:

“It was a rainy evening 
on June 8 of Trinity Term, but 
the auditorium of the new 
simpkins Lee Theatre was 
filled with faculty, students, 
alumni and community 
members for an unusual 
event. LMH’s distinguished 
alumna Diana Quick joined 
noted shakespearean actor 
Michael Pennington for a 
reading of ‘I take your hand 
in mine...’ Inspired by the 
correspondence between 
Russian playwright Anton 
Chekhov and actress Olga 
Knipper, the play gives a 
glimpse into the unusual 
lives of these two great artists, 
their unique relationship, 
and their love for each 
other and for the theatre. 
Guitarist Andrew Money-Kyrle 
(husband of Rebecca Money-
Kyrle, 2004 DPhil socio-Legal 
studies) accompanied the 
reading with traditional 
Russian music as well as 
original compositions written 
especially for the occasion. 
The reading celebrated 
the opening season of the 
simpkins Lee Theatre; as well 
as the 150th anniversary of 
Chekhov’s birth.”isabel Polanco 2007-08
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came in: literature, history and philosophy 
were all available, and students picked 
two out of the three (if they picked the 
last two, they could effectively go on 
doing ‘old Greats’ after all). More recently, 
we have introduced ‘eight-subject Greats’, 
a much more flexible system, in which 
undergraduates can choose from the 
different branches of Classics in various 
combinations, with some constraints to 
ensure that their choices provide depth 
and coherence.

Meanwhile, we started teaching 
Greek from scratch, and over the years 
(if you will forgive the derangement 
of metaphors) what began as a hand-
knitted arrangement has grown into a 
Rolls-Royce machine. More recently, we 
have introduced ‘Lit Hum II’, in which we 
teach the classical languages from the 
rudiments to a small but growing number 
of those who have not had the chance to 
study them at school (who are, after all, 
the majority of pupils in the land). In the 
past few years the number of applicants 
for Greats and the other classical courses 
has risen significantly (after, it should be 
said, a period of gentle decline). Since we 
do not know what has been causing this, 
we cannot say if the trend will continue, 
but for the time being it is heartening. The 
intellectual excitement continues, and I 
will admit to only one disappointment – 
one that applies across all faculties. What 
has become of the great eccentrics who 
used to decorate the Oxford scene? I find 
that my pupils still think that dons are 
fairly eccentric, and this gives me mixed 
feelings: on the one hand I am pleased 
that they think they are being taught 
by fascinating oddities and not by the 
sensible middle-management types that 
most of us actually are; on the other hand I 
regret that their standard of eccentricity is 
so low. But on second thoughts, perhaps 
some real eccentrics do still survive, such 
as – but that would be telling.

Tempora Mutantur?
Professor Richard Jenkyns 

are now studying Classics in some form 
than at any time in the university’s history. 
That is because, to adapt Lampedusa’s 
over-quoted words, things had to change 
in order to stay the same. The creation of 
joint schools was one of those changes, 
but Greats itself has also been transformed.

I ought myself to be preserved by 
English Heritage. At school I had what was 
essentially a Victorian classical education, 
with little in the way of literary criticism, 
but a very strong emphasis on composing 
Latin and Greek, in both prose and verse, 
and the reading of quantities of text 
that seem barely credible today. Those 
days now seem as remote as Babylon 
and Tyre. At Oxford, I was in the very last 
year to do the ‘old Greats’. This was the 
monument constructed in the Victorian 
age: five terms of language and literature, 
followed by seven terms cultivating 
what an early nineteenth-century liberal 
called ‘the more solid and masculine 
parts of the understanding’: history and 
philosophy. The system had logic and 
a grand simplicity, but it prevented any 
study of literature in the last two years of 
the course. And there was very little choice 
in those final years. I found philosophy 
difficult, and epistemology uncongenial, 
but I am glad that I was made to do them; 
I feel about them rather like those old 
gentlemen who rejoiced that at school 
they had cold baths every day and were 
beaten regularly: they have made me the 
man I am. From the next year, ‘new Greats’ 

After spending the last three years 
as the holder of a Leverhulme Major 
Research Fellowship, Richard Jenkyns 
is stepping down from Departmental 
duties and from his current Fellowship 
and Tutorship at LMH. He will however 
continue to teach undergraduates. 
Here he considers the changes in the 
teaching of Classics. 

It is now nearly thirty years since I arrived at 
LMH, and nearly forty since I sat Greats as 
an undergraduate. At that time Classics at 
Oxford - and elsewhere - was intellectually 
formidable but institutionally weak: 
the Faculty of Literae Humaniores was 
enormous, Classics was a beleaguered 
and in some places an unpopular subject, 
fewer schools were teaching Latin and 
Greek, and fewer pupils in those schools 
were choosing to learn them. So in the 
decades that have followed, perhaps 
the biggest surprise is the change that 
has not occurred, and that so many 
people expected. It seemed unlikely that 
Oxford could continue with a classical 
establishment of its existing size for much 
longer. But in the event it has. About 115 
undergraduates still sit Greats every year, 
and it is even claimed that if you add in 
the joint schools - Ancient and Modern 
History, Classics and Modern Languages, 
Classics and English, and most recently, the 
very successful Classical Archaeology and 
Ancient History – more undergraduates 

Professor JenkYns as Public Orator with the vice-chancellor andrew hamilton presenting 
a distinguished friends of oxford award to anna mcnair scott.
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my cousin told me about a community 
hero he’d met who had been involved with 
running the Lady Margaret Hall Settlement 
(LMHS) for many years. I remembered 
hearing of the Settlement during my time at 
LMH and a week later I was sitting opposite 
LMHS director Jeffe Jeffers in his office in 
south London hearing about the charity’s 
inspirational work and history.

Founded in 1897 by LMH students 
to improve the lives of the poor and 
disenfranchised in London, LMHS has 
launched and supported many projects, 

including the community garden 
Roots and Shoots, a charity offering 

horticultural training to younger 
disadvantaged Londoners. 

It wasn’t long before I 
found myself volunteering for 
the charity whilst freelancing, 

and in June this year I 
was offered a paid role 

to lead the Settlement 
into another 

decade with the 
help of a small 
but dedicated 

Development Update 
Peter Watson, Development Director

The alumni and friends of LMH have 
once again shown tremendous 
commitment this year and, despite 
the difficult economic climate, have 
continued to contribute to our 
fundraising campaign for New Buildings 
and other projects to support the 
College and our students. For the fifth 
year in succession we have received over 
£1 million in philanthropic gifts (in the 
financial year ending July 31st 2010). We 
are immensely grateful to all our donors, 
and sincerely hope that others will be 
able to add further support in the year 
ahead. We do need this support more 
than ever in the present circumstances 
and to this end we shall shortly be 
launching our Annual Fund with a letter 
and brochure (with full details) being 
sent to everyone later in October.

DBE (below centre), took the first available 
flight when airspace was re-opened that 
day to be able to speak at the ceremony, 
which also included speeches from the 
Principal, Dr Frances Lannon and the Chair 
of the Advisory Council, Mr Guy Monson. 
LMH student musicians began and 
closed the ceremony with a bright Tudor 
madrigal and a piece composed specially 
for the event by George Chambers  
(2007 Music). 

An article by the Principal (on pages 
10 and 11) summarises what we have 
achieved so far at the halfway stage of this 
transformational project.

A full account of the fundraising 
activities will appear in the Annual Report, 
with which we shall include the next 
edition of Campaign News in which we will 
be pleased to acknowledge our donors.

LMHS, a very 
LMH Charity
Imogen Aylen (1993 Modern Languages) 
has just taken up her post as Project 
Co-Ordinator of the LMHS. Here she  
reflects on her move.
There are many positive tales of rebirth 
that can come out of a period of recession, 
and mine is hopefully one. In late 2009, 
having worked as a customer magazine 
editor following graduation from LMH, I 
was looking for a change but not sure 
exactly what. My portfolio of clients 
was largely comprised of 
beleaguered automotive 
firms, and as a result 
my position was made 
redundant. 

Keen to take my 
skills to another sector 
but unsure how to 
make the jump from 
the media, the same 
week I took redundancy 

The opening of the new Pipe 
Partridge Undergraduate Building took 
place on April 21st. Over 900 donors have 
helped us to bring this first phase to a 
successful conclusion. The new facilities 
significantly enhance the experience 
of living and studying in our academic 
community. The closure of Europe’s 
airspace meant sadly that most of our 
overseas guests were unable to get 
to Oxford for the ceremony, including 
the Chancellor Lord Patten, who 
despite being marooned in New York, 
nevertheless managed to record on video 
the opening speech for transmission on 
the night. The Presidents of the MCR and 
JCR then had the happy responsibility of 
unveiling the curtain on his behalf. 

The Chair of the Campaign for the 
University of Oxford, Dame Vivien Duffield 

team of company secretary Prem Dutt and 
administrative assistant Franca Ortu.

The Settlement’s ongoing interests are 
best epitomised by a training project called 
All Sewn Up which teaches local female 
residents soft furnishing skills. For many 
the classes offer vital social support and 
an opportunity to build self-confidence. 
New funders are being sought to increase 
the courses on offer and establish a social 
enterprise scheme. Other campaigns include 
working with community groups to improve 
outreach programmes and a mentoring 
scheme for local unemployed living in  
north Lambeth.

Was it the right decision to trade in an 
established career in media for a less certain 
future in a sector that is struggling for 
funding? I may not know the answer yet,  
but taking on the challenge is not something 
I regret.

LMHS is always seeking funders, but  
we also would welcome the skills of alumni 
of all ages. To find out more please contact  
us at ladymargarethallsettlement@
googlemail.com, 020 7793 1110 or go 
to www.lmhs.org.uk
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From the Principal: Pipe Partridge and beyond

When times are hard, what is the best way to defend and develop any 
enterprise or institution? This question is constantly in my mind, because 
times clearly are hard. LMH and Oxford as a whole are already facing great 
funding challenges, and we expect the situation to get worse as further 
government cuts take effect. The most persuasive triple answer I have 
received is this: prioritise the core functions, control the cash flow, and take 
every opportunity to develop strategic advantage. We are therefore giving 
even more focussed attention than usual to supporting the quality of our 
work in teaching and research. We are carefully controlling expenditure and 
maximising income. And at the same time, we are determined to develop 
initiatives that strengthen our position among the Oxford Colleges. 

brings in an additional income stream 
from student accommodation charges 
and transforms the scale and quality of 
our conference business. It also helps 
differentiate us from other Colleges not just 
because of the quality and quantity of the 
accommodation we now provide, but also 
the new standard set in the magnificent 
Simpkins Lee theatre and lovely dining, 
seminar, and common rooms. 

Pipe Partridge is named after two 
distinguished former students, Miss Hilda 
Pipe and Dr Betty Partridge, without whose 

The opening of our new Pipe Partridge 
building in April this year contributes to 
all three of these aims. An LMH education 
is not just something received, it is lived. 
It is scholarly, relational and dynamic. The 
purpose of this wonderful new building, 
and those to follow in phase 2, is to 
enhance this educational experience, not 
to expand numbers. Pipe Partridge enables 
us to accommodate all undergraduates 
here on site for three years, with immediate 
access to all the facilities of the College 
and every opportunity to share ideas. It 
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From the Principal: Pipe Partridge and beyond

generous legacies it would not have been 
built. Hilda Pipe read History, coming up 
in 1939. She had a long and happy career 
as a teacher and headmistress. She kept 
close contact with LMH, served on the 
committee of the Lady Margaret Hall 
Association, and edited both the Brown 
Book and the College Register. Betty 
Partridge read Natural Sciences (Botany), 
beginning in 1943, and then embarked on 
a life-long career as a medical researcher, 
specialising in medical mycology. She was 
also a lecturer at Charing Cross Hospital 
Medical School. These two very different 
women each chose to make LMH the 
major beneficiary of their estates, built up 
through a lifetime’s work and dedication. 
We are delighted to honour them in the 
name of this new building. 

when times are hard and there are many 
pressing demands on our resources? We 
think so. Our reasons for planning to go 
ahead to phase 2 as soon as we can are 
the same as our reasons for building Pipe 
Partridge. The Clore Graduate Centre and 
the further accommodation in the new 
Lodge building will be of huge benefit 
in educational terms, this time for our 
postgraduate students. They will generate 
new income streams and the doubling of 
accommodation for postgraduate students, 
together with the transformation of the 
front of College, will greatly strengthen our 
position among the Oxford Colleges.

Dr Frances Lannon

these gifts and other donations in the 
naming of many of the rooms, arches, and 
seats in the building. Thank you all so much. 
It is important to recognise philanthropic 
giving in this way, as the College has always 
done. I want students today and tomorrow 
to know that they are supported and 
surrounded by the generosity and goodwill 
of earlier generations who were fortunate 
enough to study at this College and want 
others to have the same opportunity.

We benefited throughout the planning 
and construction of Pipe Partridge from 
the careful advice given to the College by 
alumni. Carole Gannon and Michael Clarke 
have been highly valued expert members 
of our Buildings committee, guiding every 
step. The LMH Advisory Council under Guy 
Monson’s chairmanship worked steadfastly 
with us throughout, from the original idea 
right up to the opening of the building. 
Thank you all very much indeed. We would 
not have had the confidence to undertake 
this project without you.

I am delighted that we are also able to 
look forward towards embarking on the 
second phase of the project because of the 
substantial donations and pledges already 
received. For this generosity and vision, our 
sincere thanks go to Dame Vivien Duffield 
and the Clore Duffield Foundation for the 
munificent gift for the Clore Graduate 
Centre; Suzelle Smith and Don Howarth; 
Benny Lau; Linda and Alan Montgomery; 
and Richard Buxton. Of course there is still 
a long way to go in fundraising for phase 2, 
but we are determined to achieve it.

Is it appropriate for LMH to give high 
priority to completing more new buildings 

We owe a special debt of gratitude 
to our architect John Simpson and his 
colleagues, for his aesthetic vision and his 
ability to design a glorious building with 
such sensitivity to the earlier succession 
of classically-inspired buildings at LMH. 
The visual harmony of the LMH buildings 
is very unusual among Oxford Colleges. 
We are very grateful too to all the other 
consultants on the design team, including 
Vector, Gleeds, and Alan Baxter, to our 
project managers Bidwells, and to our main 
contractor Beard and their subcontractors. 
They worked hard to accomplish 
something very fine and of high quality, 
that will endure. 

I would like to thank all those who 
contributed financially to Pipe Partridge. 
Every donation is warmly appreciated. 
I would like to mention especially Neil 
Simpkins and his wife Miyoung Lee in New 
York who funded the theatre; the Wolfson 
Foundation; Guy and Rose Monson; Piffa 
Schroder; Amanda Foreman; Carol Oster-
Warriner (née Gibson); Olga Pocock; the 
late Mary Edmond; and the late Valerie Flint. 
We have been very pleased to recognise 

Simpkins lee theatre

Monson ROOM
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The Principal and the Tutor for Politics, Gillian Peele, met with LMH alumni in March in Hong Kong, Shanghai and Beijing. 
We are most grateful to Shaun McEvoy-Dix  (1992 Modern Languages) and Andrew Grant (1990 PPE) for generously hosting 
gatherings in Hong Kong at the China Club and in Shanghai at the Vue on the Bund, and to Benny Lau for his assistance 
throughout the visit. Some of the alumni they met discuss below their experiences of living and working in the region.

LMH Alumni in China

Annie Liang Bentley (1975 
Education) is the Chairman of Bentley 
Communications, a full service 
communications firm offering strategic 
and focused solutions in branding, 
public relations, advertising and 
production to businesses in Asia.  
Here she discusses her career with  
the Editor.

Could you tell us about your background, 
why you chose Oxford and what impact 
Oxford had on your life and career?
My earlier upbringing in Hong Kong 
was fairly typical for my generation born 
immediately after WWII to parents who came 
to Hong Kong as refugees fleeing from the 
Communist occupation of Mainland China. 
Through cut-throat competition, the upper 
echelons of the student population were 
sieved through the selection process from 
primary to university. At that time, about 
half a percent made it to the only university, 
the University of Hong Kong which was 
modelled very much after Oxbridge. 

I read English Literature & Chinese 
Translation for my first degree from HKU. 
Having worked for four years in the education 
field as an English teacher and as an ELT 
editor for OUP, I managed to put together 
funds for a second degree in Oxford.

My studies at Oxford were not really 
related to career advancement as such, 
but served more to quench curiosity and 
vanity at a renowned institution of academic 
excellence. 

The most impact my experience at 
Oxford had was perhaps a sense of scale 
from having met top quality students and 
teachers from no less than forty countries 
from all parts of the world. It introduced me 
to the diversity and complexity of hitherto 
unknown temperaments and cultures, 
and perhaps helped to cultivate a sense of 
humility while in my twenties.
When at Oxford you studied Education 
but on your return to Hong Kong you 
moved in to PR. How did that happen?
It happened because I bumbled into what 
was then an entirely new vista on the Hong 
Kong corporate business horizon - that of 
corporate communications, media relations 
and brand building, but which at that time 
was just known by the general rough-hewn 
term of PR. 

I was invited to join the largest 
indigenous financial institution, rather 
similar to Merrill Lynch or Goldman Sachs 
in today’s set up, as their editor for in-house 
publications and Chairman’s speeches - 
and was simply promoted to be second in 
command of the entire PR department of 
sixty staff after three months. 

After staying with the banking and 
securities group for six years, in 1987 I 
set up my PR and advertising agency in 
partnership with Omnicom, a Fortune 
200 company and the world’s largest 
international communications group. The 
agency is now 23 years old, with coverage 
in Hong Kong, Singapore, Beijing, Shanghai 
and Guangzhou, as well as most markets  
in Asia. 
Your especial interest was brand building. 
Can you explain what that involves and 
how you developed your talent for it?
Building the Brand is a popular term now 
and really it is the same as what I used to call 
creating ‘corporate reputation’ or ‘product 
awareness’. 

The service the PR agency provides to 
clients on brand building is like, to draw on 
an analogy, making a table. The top of the 
table would be the brand architecture, which 
is supported by four legs respectively: media 
relations, events, production and advertising. 

In brand building, our agency is also a 
specialist in creating logos and applying the 

logo to such diverse usage as name cards, 
letterheads, folders, websites as well as 
signage, uniforms, vehicles and souvenirs.

The ability to do all the above was 
not learned from University, certainly not 
Oxbridge! I would surmise my skills were 
more or less acquired through on site 
working experience. 
You have seen many changes in Hong 
Kong both as a place to live and a business 
environment. Could you comment?
I think the heady 80s and 90s provided 
a vibrant and open environment for 
entrepreneurs, certainly in PR, advertising 
and other creative services. In the last ten 
years, the market has become much more 
mature and therefore saturated with service 
providers, sometimes with varying degrees 
of quality and value for money. 

Looking ahead to the immediate future, 
the business environment will fluctuate 
with the fortunes of Mainland China much 
more than with any other market leader, as 
Hong Kong has grown to become strongly 
interdependent with the management and 
manufacturing needs of the Mainland since 
the return of sovereignty in 1997.

As a place to live, it continues to be the 
exciting hub of Asia, with a totally firm rule of 
law - but the air quality has deteriorated with 
the intensification of China’s success as the 
factory of the world.
How can the UK and Oxford in particular 
contribute to greater friendship and 
understanding between China and 
Europe?
I think education continues to be the 
biggest channel contributing to greater 
friendship and understanding. The young 
elite in top universities will become 
the leaders in government professions, 
commerce and teaching in China and 
Europe. It is therefore entirely relevant and 
important that Oxford and LMH make every 
effort to continue to develop this friendship 
and understanding.

During the 80s postgraduate 
students in their late twenties and thirties 
began to arrive in increasing numbers 
from the Republic of China and were 
gradually promoted to positions of senior 
management. The depth of their intellectual 
capacity and breadth of tolerance through 
several years of exposure in sophisticated 
meeting points like Oxford has meant that 
their collective effort has indeed made a 
difference to the modernization of China. 

Thomas K Wong 
Graduate Scholarships
Annie Liang Bentley has made a most 
generous donation to create the 
Thomas K Wong Graduate Scholarships 
at LMH, for students from Hong Kong 
and China. In making her gift Mrs 
Bentley recalled the financial difficulty 
she faced as a graduate student here 35 
years ago, and expressed her intention 
to offer an opportunity to
a student who would 
not otherwise be 
able to afford the 
experience of 
College life and 
benefit from the 
friendships and 
ambience that the 
experience 
provides. 
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The Fiscal Stimulus 
Programme and What It Says 
About Government in China 
Dr Christine Wong

Dr Christine Wong is a Fellow of LMH 
and the Senior Research Fellow and 
Chair of Chinese Studies at the School 
of Interdisciplinary Area Studies.

After a brief – though sharp – downturn in 2008, 
the Chinese economy quickly recovered and 
grew by 8.7% in 2009, and is on pace to grow by 
10% this year. A big factor behind this enviable 
success was the massive stimulus programme 
implemented since the fourth quarter of 2008. The 
announced RMB 4 trillion package (£387 billion) 
amounted to 15% of GDP over two years – in 
relative terms the biggest in the 
world. One obvious inference to 
draw is that China has a strong, 
rich, and effective public sector. 
Indeed, at a recent public event, 
George Soros opined admiringly 
that ‘the Chinese government 
works better than ours (in the US)’. 
A closer look at the facts indicates 
otherwise, and indeed the 
government’s ability to steer economic change is 
far less than implied by the fiscal stimulus story. 

First of all, the stimulus spun out of control. 
Along with the fiscal jab, the government 
encouraged the state-owned banks to open their 
spigots, and total credit grew by more than one-
third in 2009, bringing the total ‘stimulus’ to an 
estimated 20% of GDP in 2009 and 10% in 2010. 
Much of the investment in infrastructure, such as 
railroads and highways, will contribute to future 
growth, but the big ramp-up in easy credit also 
fuelled an asset bubble that sent prices of land and 
housing steeply upward, to more than doubling 
in some big cities during 2009. To its credit, the 
government has reacted quickly and tightened 
bank lending policies, and the housing bubble 
is rapidly being deflated. The consequences of 
this slowdown will be quite manageable. Unlike 
the US or UK, mortgages finance only one-third 
of housing values, and the structural demand 
for housing is strong under conditions of rapid 
income growth and urbanization. There is, though, 
some risk of defaults among local governments 
at the lower tiers and in poorer regions, which 
borrowed heavily to build infrastructure and real 
estate development.

More importantly, the stimulus programme 
showed the limits of government’s ability to fine-
tune the allocation of resources. In recent years 
a consensus has emerged that China’s model 
of investment-driven, industry-centric growth 
is unsustainable given its enormous appetite 

Rachel Cartland (1969 PPE)

Rachel Cartland is the owner of 
Cartland Consulting Ltd.

I read PPE at LMH, matriculating in 1969, 
having come from a background that might 
politely be described as ‘modest’. LMH and 
Oxford introduced me to a wealth of new 
experiences but, better yet, gave me the 
opportunity to embark on a career and 
lifestyle that proved fascinating, and deeply 
satisfying. When I graduated in 1972 I joined 
the Administrative Service of the Hong Kong 
Government and worked as a civil servant 
through the 1997 return of sovereignty to 
China. I left the Government in 2006 but 
still live in Hong Kong where I now have a 
consultancy company specializing in the 
public sector. 

My route to Hong Kong was not a 
planned or well thought out one. I was 
simply looking for a job! I could not afford 
not to have a reasonable income but I also 
hoped for something interesting and a 
bit unusual and, having been involved in 
student and JCR politics, was attracted to 
public administration. It was the University 
Appointments Board that directed me to 
the recruitment process (a rather easy-going 
interview in London) for the last substantial 
remnant of Britain’s Colonial Service. I had 

for capital, raw material and energy resources, 
and export markets. For the past few years, the 
government has pledged repeatedly to ‘rebalance’ 
the economy to rely on a more consumption-
driven growth, and has set about improving 
public services and improving social safety 
nets to lure citizens away from their traditional 
(precautionary) high savings rates. As it was 
implemented, though, the stimulus was another 
massive engagement in fixed investments that 
increased demands for coal, steel, cement, and 
all the usual heavy industries. In contrast, public 
services – healthcare reform, education and 
culture – though named as policy priorities, 
received a paltry 3% of the government’s own 
programme, and even less of those financed by 
bank credit. 

With the stimulus programme, the 
government has once again proved that it 

can produce growth, but not 
necessarily redirect it toward 
policy priorities. Not only 
did it miss an opportunity to 
channel resources toward 
‘soft’ investments in education, 
healthcare, and social security, 
where China lags behind other 
countries at comparable income 
levels; but the stimulus also 

contributed little toward the government’s 
repeated pledge to build a fairer, ‘harmonious 
society’ that is more inclusive of all citizens. But 
then, improving public services in China requires 
some fundamental reforms to change incentives 
in the fiscal system because so many of them are 
delivered by local governments, and the present 
intergovernmental fiscal arrangements do not 
ensure their reliable and equitable delivery. As the 
government’s legitimacy depends so heavily on 
keeping the economy growing, however, reform 
will have to wait.

Rachel Cartland speaking at the annual snake feast of the government social security staff association
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Chris Appleton (1979 PPe)

Chris Appleton works in the financial 
sector in Hong Kong.

I’ve been living in Asia for more than half my 
life. My family is half Asian and Hong Kong is 
our home.

After leaving LMH I went down to work 
in the City but my heart wasn’t really in it. It 
felt far too early to settle down to a career 
and moreover I had got a very severe case 
of obsession with the Far east and Japan in 
particular. This had actually started in my 
second year at LMH when I won a place on a 
Mitsui & Co all-paid trip to learn about Japan 
for a few weeks in the summer. Apart from 
the cosseted life on this trip, I also became 
fascinated with the fact that here was this 
huge economy with a fantastic history and 
astonishing culture that at the time was not 
really getting much attention in the UK. 

To fulfil my desire to go and live in 
Japan I gave up my investment banking 
job and applied for a Japanese government 
scholarship (Monbusho). In those days there 
was luckily precious little competition for 
it compared to similar programmes in the 
Us. I was fortunate also in that Gillian Peele, 
my LMH Tutor in Politics, helped to get me 
a placement at Tokyo University rather than 
just any University the government decided, 
and in Japan, Tokyo is like Oxford and 
Cambridge rolled into one, only more so! 
The insight into the country was priceless.

eventually I went back into finance and 
had a fortunate career in Tokyo, seoul, then 
moving, some 12 years ago to Hong Kong. 
My wife is Korean, my son was born in Tokyo 
and my daughter in Hong Kong. Hong Kong 
retains one huge edge over other places to 
live in Asia in that it is very cosmopolitan. 
In my children’s school mixed race kids are 
probably the largest ‘ethnic’ bloc. It is very 
easy to set up a house, a family, or a business 
in Hong Kong and the playing field is most 
definitely level for foreigners in a way that it 
is not in most Asian countries. The legacy of 

english Common Law is crucial in this regard. 
I don’t speak Cantonese though I do speak 
Japanese and I still feel very comfortable 
when visiting Japan, but for building a 
proper home or business, Hong Kong is the 
best place in Asia. For our children we have 
emphasized fluency in Mandarin. whilst 
english remains an official language the 
importance of total fluency in Mandarin 
for the next generation if one wants to live 
anywhere in China can’t be ignored. 

I’m sure the long term future for Asia is 
bright. How could it be anything else when 
the masses of China and India have glimpsed 
a developed economic future? But having 
seen Japan promise so much in the 80’s and 
drift away for two decades now, I am also 
sure that nothing is certain. Asia has many 
problems that it must resolve as well as well 
as opportunities. environmental problems 
abound as any casual visitor to Hong Kong 
can attest and the rest of China is far worse. 
Political systems remain unsuited to the 
development of a thriving middle class and 
are sometimes dysfunctional. Unresolved, 
severe international fault lines abound 
throughout the region. The key, I suspect, 
will be whether the elites in Asian countries 
choose to serve their own narrow interests 
or the broader interests of their country. 
ever since the Meiji Restoration, that seems 
to be the dividing line that determines real 
development.

14

in fact fallen upon the Holy Grail of graduate 
employment: an occupation that was 
comfortably remunerated while allowing 
one to feel that, by and large, one was 
benefiting humankind by doing things that 
day by day were intellectually challenging as 
well as a lot of fun. 

In 1972 Hong Kong was generally 
perceived as a source of cheap 
manufactured goods situated at the 
southern tip of a sinister and unknowable 
China. while entry to China remained more 
or less impossible for several more years, the 
development of Hong Kong was dynamic 
thanks to its own economic success together 
with committed community leadership. 
Young administrators were given lashings 
of responsibility and I could soon see new 
towns, schools, hospitals, arts and transport 
infrastructure in whose creation I had been 
actively involved.

There were other extraordinary and 
valuable aspects to it all too. To be part of 
the Hong Kong Government meant being 
affected by some of the most significant 
events of modern history: the Tiananmen 
massacre of 1989, the effective end of the 
British empire in 1997 with the reversion of 
Hong Kong to China’s sovereignty, as well as 
the ongoing and almost unbelievable story 
of China’s transformation from the isolation 
and cruelty of the Cultural Revolution 
into a country that well-informed people 
predict will have become the world’s largest 
economy before the middle of this century 
and which already plays an increasingly 
important role in world affairs. A PPe 
graduate with even the mildest interest in 
her subject could not fail to be fascinated 
by Hong Kong as a sort of laboratory for 
political theory. The bizarre constitutional 
arrangements that are one of the legacies 
of the wrangles between Britain and China 
over the future shape of Hong Kong provide 
real life experiments to test out the question 
“Is a democratic system really essential for a 
society to function well?” and since we have 
a legal and judicial system which is generally 
agreed to be fair and rational, underpinned 
by a free press, right to demonstrate etc. 
we also have a chance to try and find out 
whether it is these things that are, in fact, 
really indispensable. 

Perhaps though what I have treasured 
the most has been the ability to experience 
a very different culture as a sort of observer/
participant rather than as a tourist or 
outsider. Although I have not achieved the 
proficiency of some of my non-Chinese 
colleagues, I have gained at least an 
acquaintance with Cantonese, a spoken 
language, dependent on variations in 
pitch or tone, with all its potential for puns 

and confusion as well as with written 
Chinese in which real literacy requires 
the memorization of some two thousand 
different characters. I have learnt to slurp 
down snake soup and crunch up black water 
beetles and to accommodate beliefs in 
fung shui, since these can have a significant 
impact on the acceptability of public 
works projects and generally on people’s 
feelings of wellbeing. I have come to take for 
granted norms and attitudes which the west 
might consider incorporating a little more 
thoroughly into its own ways of thought: the 

mutually supportive extended family as well 
as workers who take difficulties as a challenge 
rather than an excuse and who when thanked 
for extraordinary efforts customarily respond ‘It 
was just my duty’.

From the great numbers of friends I have 
made and from the affection and respect 
in which I hold the people of Hong Kong, I 
have learnt for myself the truthfulness of the 
hopeful belief that human beings have more 
in common than otherwise. For the wonderful 
chance to see and learn all these things, I will 
always be grateful to Oxford and to LMH.
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essential background knowledge (many 
Chinese words are not monosyllabic, and 
a good proportion have meanings related 
loosely, or not at all, to their constituent 
characters), I concluded that the problem was 
one of degree, to be rectified over the coming 
months by committing more characters 
to memory. Specifically, 2,312 were to be 
added, giving a total 2,475 or, in other words, 
a psychologically attractive 99% coverage of 
the written word.

Alarm bells rang only towards the end of 
my year in exile. Why was it that obscurities 
such as “醛” (character 2076, “aldehyde”) and 
“耙” (character 2192, “a field harrow”) fell well 
within my remit, whereas the seemingly 
common “啤” - written large on the side of 
every beer bottle that had sustained my vigil 
- merited a lowly 4028, and by rights should 
have been purged to make room for the likes 
of “鳃” (character 2476, “fish gill”)? Ironically, 
my Chinese was by this stage sufficient 
to struggle through the introduction to 
the book that had guided my existence, 
and learn that the sample population for 
this mammoth six-year statistical survey 
consisted of material such as Zhu De’s The 
People’s Army, The People’s War (Military 
Press, 1979), Beijing Science and Technology 
Weekly (issues 144, 149 and 158, all 1981) and 
the bestseller Agriculture and Aquaculture: 
Techniques for the New Millennium (Shanghai 
Scientific Press, 1982).

Eighteen years on, living through a period 
of monumental transformation, I’m proud to 
call China my home, and happy to concede 
there are many aspects of this wonderful 
country, language included, that defy 
straightforward reduction.

excitement I realized that I had stumbled 
upon a vast statistical analysis of the Chinese 
language. Frequency tables demonstrated 
that the number of characters in common use 
was indeed not that large; more significantly 
these commonly used characters were 
themselves disproportionately represented, 
so much so that simply by memorizing the 
first 163 most frequently occurring characters, 
I would be able to recognize 50% of all 
Chinese currently in print!

A black and white picture of the Italian 
journalist Tiziano Terzani - showing him 
apparently engrossed in a Chinese newspaper 
- had stuck in my mind since reading his 1986 
book Behind the Forbidden Door. Two long 
weeks later, with the required 163 characters 
fixed firmly, I made for the nearest newsstand 
and, after a good deal of sign language, left 
successfully with a copy of Guiyang Public 
Security Weekly. Sitting in as prominent a 
position as possible in Huaxi’s main market 
square, I opened the paper wide, struck a 
suitably contemplative pose, and read my first 
ever paragraph of genuine Chinese:

X new X society XX 3 X 14 day electricity. 
XXX at X speak, XX country family X [particle 
indicating completion of action] X some XX 
[particle indicating possession] X. He go year 
XX pass [particle indicating completion of 
action] X, do section [plural suffix] XX study 
X front all possess this XX [particle indicating 
possession] X.

Carefully folding the paper and mustering 
a casual nod at the assembled mass of curious 
onlookers, I returned to the dormitory shared 
with workers from the Guiyang No. 1 Boiler 
Making Factory and sat down to establish 
exactly what had gone wrong. Lacking 

Chinese by Numbers 
Paul Hallett (1984 Mathematics)

Paul Hallett is CEO and co founder of 
Schmap, a leading publisher of digital 
travel guides. He has also worked in 
accounting, corporate finance and 
consultancy. 

In 1992, armed with an English-Chinese 
dictionary, I transplanted myself from the 
UK to Huaxi, a small market town just south 
of Guiyang, the capital of remote Guizhou 
province. A theory went that ‘total immersion’ 
was a good way to learn Chinese: Huaxi, 
devoid of other foreigners, would be my 
home for the next year...

The immersion theory quickly collapsed. 
I had no ear at all for language, and couldn’t 
understand a word of anything spoken by 
those around me. Taking stock, I resolved 
to deconstruct the problem ‘learn Chinese’ 
logically, making maximum use of the skills I’d 
honed at LMH while studying mathematics.

The Chinese written language, in 
particular, seemed to reduce conveniently 
into discrete building blocks (characters), and 
although there are altogether over 50,000 of 
these, the number in active use - I learned 
- is actually much smaller, perhaps around 
7,000. More encouraging still, Chairman 
Mao himself had used less than half this 
figure (3,136 to be precise) throughout his 
entire 900,000 characters of published work, 
while the novelist Lao She, when writing his 
famous Rickshaw Boy in 1937, made do with 
just 2,413. These were figures that hinted at a 
language numerically less than imposing, but 
at the same time left me none the wiser as to 
how I should study it.

Then browsing one morning at a 
bookstore in Huaxi, I opened a thick, dust-
covered volume. Arabic numerals, familiar 
friends, lifted themselves from a sea of 
mysterious characters, and with mounting 

Ken Liu (2003 Mathematics & Statistics)
I was born in Shanghai at the beginning of ‘Chinese 

Economic Reform’. Drastic changes in 
both the physical environment and 
the way people do things have 

been a constant element in my 
life. Many things happened that 

were not thought possible. In 
my case being able to study 
in the UK and Oxford were 
two of them.

My College experience 
was very different to what I 

had imagined. In addition to the 
rigours of my course, learning to 

engage with ideas outside of my 
subject and learning to develop a 
network in the collegiate system 
was greatly beneficial to me.

I have been back to China 
for three years now after a year 

on Wall Street and am currently working at Morgan 
Stanley Capital International in Shanghai. The 
Chinese economy and financial industry has gone 
through substantial changes in the past 20 years. 
The differences in the financial sector between 
China and the US range from how contracts are 
negotiated to the types of products that interest 
clients. It is challenging to work in such a dynamic, 
yet conservative financial environment. My multi-
cultural educational background enables me to 
view issues from two angles, the Chinese and the 
Western. It helps me to make judgments that are 
somewhat difficult. 

I enjoy meeting Oxford alumni at the events 
held by the Oxford and Cambridge Alumni 
Society in Shanghai. I am hoping to form an LMH 
Chinese society so that current alumni, visitors and 
residents, in the greater China region can have 
a contact point to reach other alumni and the 
College. Please contact me on chengkangliu@
gmail.com if you would like to become a member.
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World Model United Nations 
2010 Conference

Robert Peters (2008 History and Politics)
Last March, and with the support of 
LMH, I led a delegation of the Oxford 
University United Nations Association to 
the World Model United Nations 2010 
Conference in Taipei. For one week we 
debated, negotiated and socialised with 
over 2,000 other delegates from more 
than seventy countries. A fellow Oxford 
delegate and I represented Brazil in the 
Disarmament and International Security 
Committee. We discussed a plan for 
global nuclear disarmament. From day 
one we emerged as the forerunners 
amongst three ‘blocks’ of countries. Our 
main competitors were delegates from 
Harvard and MUN Society Belgium. It 
was tough trying to maintain our block 
of thirty countries and it depended upon 
striking a balance between absorbing the 
national interests of as many as possible 
without becoming inconsistent. This 
was only made harder by the detailed 
preparation of the delegations and the 
attempts of our competitors to undermine 
our block’s cohesion. To pass a resolution 
we needed the support of one of the two 
smaller blocks. The problems were that 

Karen Karam, conceptual 
designs from Piers 
Atkinson and Ara Jo 
(Lady’s Gaga’s designer) 
and new creations from 
London College of Fashion 
students. 

In November 2009 
with an enthusiastic 
creative team, a 
graphic designer and a 
photographic coordinator 
all recruited, we began 
to plan our campaign 
huddled in thick jumpers 

over large cups of coffee. May seemed a 
very long way off. Our ideas were ambitious 
and at times ridiculous (the suggestion of 
using a micro-pig in a photo shoot was 
reluctantly cast aside), but we left for the 
Christmas vacation enthused by our task.

My first challenge was the website. 
With our design team based in America, 
communication was disrupted by time 
zones, festive breaks and my general 
ignorance about what “CMS layout” referred 
to (I learnt quickly). With the design 
decided, the blurbs compiled, a video cut 

Oxford Fashion Week
Caroline Davies (2008 PPE) (above left)
Oxford Fashion Week (OFW) was established 
in 2009 to host designers from the high 
street to high fashion, conceptual to 
couture. I was appointed Marketing Director 
for OFW 2010 and our week saw the event 
expand to 11 catwalks in 5 shows; style, 
concept, forum, lingerie and exhibition. 
Over two years OFW has now exhibited 
couture pieces from collections by Matthew 
Williamson, Alexander McQueen and 

Student Scene
we were met with intense personal pride 
and had to incorporate ideas we had only 
recently criticised. With time running out, 
we held the ‘Six Party Talks’ – negotiations 
between two representatives of each of 
the three blocks. I represented our block 
with a delegate from Arcadia University. 
After initial confusion and interruptions we 
found we could work with MUN Society 
Belgium’s block. Using our block’s work as 
the overarching template and watering 
down their proposals, we had a deal. 
Hearing that there was discontent amongst 
our own ranks and facing charges that we 
had ‘sold out’ from our Harvard rivals, my 
partner and I sent messages, held talks 
and appealed on the floor of the chamber 
to delegates explaining why the deal was 
even better than our original proposal. 
However, the key to our success was not in 
the detail. The key was in the trust that had 
been forged in the previous six days. Of 
course consistency, listening and respect 
mattered. However, what mattered most, 
and what LMH has really supported, was a 
truly global network of friendship. I made 
friends with delegates from Australia, 
Indonesia, Germany and Panama. This has 
always been what MUN is about. I have no 
doubt that I shall stay good friends with 
many fellow MUN-ers and who knows, I 
may work with them in the future.

and the images uploaded, the site went 
live at the start of 2010. 

The end of the holidays and the 
beginning of term progressed quickly. After 
discussions with several London clubs, 
Movida was secured for our London launch 
night in Easter. With the visions for each 
poster complete, February saw a stream 
of photo shoots (including a rather chilly 
lingerie shoot in the meadows) across 
Oxford. 

Our term ended with our Oxford launch 
night; a black and white themed evening 
held at The Living Room and Kukui. With 
a jazz piano, black and white canapés, 
flowing wine, contributions from the Fudge 
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Sporting Cuppers

LMH distinguished itself in several areas of 
sport this year. 

The Netball team won Cuppers in Trinity term 
beating Mansfield in the final. Captain sophie stoye 
reports: ‘The final score of 10-3 to LMH is possibly not 
representative of the high level of competition and 
excitement that the final incurred, but it is a well-
earned reward for the hard work, skills and enthusiasm 
shown by the LMH team.’

In Rugby Cuppers an LMH team, now completely 
independent of Trinity, reached the Plate semi Final 
following a stunning 27-13 victory over Oriel. Although 
they lost out to the Div 1 Balliol side, the result was a 
great achievement after a start to the season which 
had been marred by injury. In the Cuppers Rugby 
sevens tournament, LMH reached the final, but, against 
the odds, were denied the trophy in dramatic fashion 
by Brasenose who won by a single point. 

In Cricket a committed LMH side reached the 
Cuppers quarter finals where they were knocked out 
by Univ. They won all but two of their games in the 
League. In Mixed Hockey Cuppers, the LMH Team was 
unable to repeat their victory from last year after a 
game against a strong worcester side knocked them 
out in the early rounds. However, both the Hockey and 
Cricket Captains, Kimberley Botwright (2008 english) 
and Arthur Trousdell (2008 Modern Languages), 
praised the LMH student body for the dedication and 
passion shown by old and new members this year. 

Kitchen and decorative conceptual outfits 
on display (created by LMH english student 
Anouska Lester, 2009 english) the night was 
a great success thanks to the tireless efforts 
of the team. we left our final hallmark of 
term by taking over the front cover of the 
student newspaper, The Cherwell (a first for 
any event in Oxford). 

The final stages of the campaign 
were a strange mix of the unglamorous 
job of postering the city and attending 
the spectacular shows. Although we had 
all heard about the events from their 
conception, the dedication and affection 
each member of the events team had 
invested in every detail of their show 
was astounding. each night presented a 
unique take on fashion. The hubbub and 
excitement of the style show, the bizarre 
yet beautiful outfits in the concept, the 
insight of the forum, the allure of the 
lingerie show and the serene splendour 
of the exhibition ensured every element 
of OFw was vibrant and engaging. 

For more information on Oxford Fashion 
week, please visit:
www.oxfordfashionweek.com

LMH Arts Week
It has been a very active year 
in arts and music including 
a vibrant LMH arts week 
in Trinity Term. Over the 
course of 2nd week in May, 
LMH was host to a series of 
dance classes, talks, readings, 
lunchtime and evening 

classical recitals, jazz events, 
a capella singing, art 
exhibitions and even a Hands 
Up For Darfur Dress sale. 

The week culminated 
in performances of The 
Importance of Being Earnest in 
the simpkins Lee Theatre and 
the LMH gardens.
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LMHA trip to Bletchley Park
Alison Gomm (1974 english)

On a bright crisp sunday in April, 
members of the LMHA and their guests 
visited Bletchley Park, the headquarters 
of the Government Code and Cipher 
school (GCCs) during the second world 
war. The original nineteenth century 
mansion and its brick outhouses are 
surrounded by the huts that were hastily 
built to accommodate the growing 
wartime operation and for which some 
of the mansion’s original features, for 
example its rose garden, were sacrificed. 
several of the huts now house displays 
about the work of GCCs and the 
men and women who served there – 
including Alan Turing’s coffee mug, still 
chained to a radiator! There is also an 

LMH events
LMHBC Season 2009-2010
Ross Stevenson, lmhbc President 
2010-11, (2007 mathematics)

LMHBC had a very successful year in 2009-
10, achieving its first set of blades since 
2004, suffering only three bumps (and two 
of those due to a broken rudder cable) and 
performing well in other regattas. Additionally, 
we currently have the largest membership 
numbers in current memory (putting out 
both a Men’s and women’s 4th VIII).

The start of the year brought a new intake 
of keen novice rowers and a large intake of 
them from the MCR due to the influence 
of the graduate captain, Gordon stevenson 
(2008 DPhil engineering science). This helped 
us remain unbeaten, with 3 wins on day one 
of Christchurch regatta before the conditions 
rose to red flag and the final days of the 
regatta were cancelled.

Onto Hilary term and Torpids, where 
every LMH crew moved up in the bumps 
charts. The w2 had the fastest qualifying 
time in Rowing On, and felt they had a great 
chance of achieving bumps in every race, but 
unfortunately for them, weather conditions 
conspired so that they could only race on 
Friday and saturday, moving up three places 
in the two days. M2 had it slightly better and 
were able to race on Thursday also, however 
they were unable to catch st Antony’s M1, 
and so rowed over, but managed to bump 
up two on the final two days to achieve their 
highest ever Torpids bumps chart position. 
Both first boat crews were allowed to race 
on every day, with w1 bumping up three 
places by Friday, however a broken rudder 
cable on saturday undid them by causing 
them to crash and then to suffer two bumps. 
M1 were knocked down one place to top of 
Div 2 on Thursday, but responded well on 
Friday, bumping boathouse sharers Trinity 
to become sandwich boat and race again 

just an hour later. They managed to get an 
unbelievable double overbump on exeter, just 
metres from the finishing line in what was a 
truly fantastic finish. They repeated the feat 
again on saturday by getting contact on New, 
who had also started 3 places above them, 
almost exactly in line with the cox stone.

That wasn’t it for LMH in Hilary term 
however, as both seconds crews entered the 
inaugural spring seconds regatta, with w2 
winning the plate and M2 coming runners up 
in the plate.

Trinity and the summer brought further 
successes, both externally and in bumps. M1 
came third overall in the Abingdon Head 
regatta at the beginning of the term and M1 
and w1 went to Bedford regatta, where the 
girls defeated Magdalen, but lost out to Christ 
Church and the guys beat King’s (Cambridge)  
and worcester (revenge for being bumped in 
Torpids) before being beaten by University of 
London (no shame there) in the quarter-finals.

In summer eights, we were hugely 
successful, with none of our crews suffering 
a bump. Indeed, M2 achieved blades and are 
now two bumps away from fixed division 
after a fantastic performance, including 
tied victory in Rowing On and bumps on 
worcester, Mansfield, Magdalen and Jesus. w2 
also performed well in Rowing On and ended 
a one year spell out of the fixed divisions, 
also with 4 bumps on Oriel, Keble, worcester 
(despite having been brought to a standstill 
by a crew who had bumped out) and Balliol. 
w1 managed to go up 2 with bumps on st 
Antony’s and wolfson. M1 went up three 
bumping st Anne’s, Queen’s and Trinity (again) 
and they could well feel hard done by the fact 
that the four crews ahead all bumped early 
on Thursday, depriving them of a chance at 
blades.

Overall, it has been a phenomenal year for 
the boat club and one we endeavour to better 
next year.

student scene

The LMHBC will be holding a fundraising event in 2011. Details to follow online and on 
Facebook. Please email ross.stevenson@lmh.ox.ac.uk for more info.

architect, will wimshurst speaking at the lmha 
meeting, maggie’s london, 6 July 2010

we have seen a very full events programme 
this year, particularly in the Trinity term, 
as we began to make use of the excellent 
new facilities afforded by the Pipe Partridge 
Building after its opening in April. For instance, 
we were delighted to welcome High Court 
Judges Dame sonia Proudman and Dame 
elizabeth slade (both 1968 Jurisprudence) to 
speak in the simpkins Lee Theatre before the 
Law Dinner in May. Another event for LMH 
lawyers is planned for next year. The LMHA 
Committee has been very active in running 
three events with capacity audiences at the 
Reform Club, at Bletchley Park (below), and at 
the Maggie’s Centre in Hammersmith. we are 
very grateful to the Committee for arranging 
these. In the Us we held events in New York 
and in washington DC, where our hosts were 
the Deputy Head of Mission Dominick Chilcott 
and his wife Jane Chilcott (1979 english) at 
their residence. we are very grateful to them 
once again. Alumni gatherings were also held 
in Hong Kong and China as mentioned on 
page 12. Our thanks go out to all those who 
have hosted events, spoken at them, 
or helped in a volunteer capacity.
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sent to Bletchley Park for decoding. The 
two women’s personal memories further 
enlivened the excellent presentation of 
our tour guide. we enjoyed, for example, 
Jocelyn’s story about a love affair between 
a man and a woman in adjacent huts who 
communicated by banging on the pipes 
that ran between the two buildings. Covert 
signalling extended beyond the war effort. 

LMHA members also received a handout 
containing further reminiscences from 
Jocelyn, Dorothy, Rachel Nugee (Makower 
1948 english), Ann Mitchell (williamson 
1940 Mathematics), and the late elizabeth 
Taylor (Chapman 1933 Modern Languages). 
we feel sure that other alumnae, whom we 
have not yet traced, also served at Bletchley, 
before or after their time at LMH, and would 
be glad to receive information about them. 
Please email development@lmh.ox.ac.uk 

extensive museum in a separate building. 
In fact, there is more fascinating material 
at Bletchley Park than it is possible to 
absorb on one visit, so the policy of issuing 
entrance tickets that are valid for an entire 
year makes perfect sense.

The LMHA chose to visit Bletchley 
Park because of its growing awareness of 
the number of LMH alumnae who served 
there. None of them were permitted to 
talk about the work at the time and they all 
felt bound by the Official secrets Act until 
at least the 1970s. some of them never 
spoke about it. we were very fortunate to 
be accompanied on the visit by Jocelyn 
Kerslake (Bostock 1935 Modern Languages), 
who served at Bletchley Park from 1939 to 
1944, and by Dorothy Morris (smith 1948 
english), who, while serving in the ATs 
1939–46, intercepted signals that were 

beaufort circle lunch, site tour, 17 october 2009

elspeth wyllie and emauele cornelli’s recital,
4 march 2010

lmh reception in beijing, 29 march 2010
lmh spring drinks in sheffield in association with Pembroke, 
17 april 2010. hosts dr virge James (1960 Physiological 
sciences) and dr nigel James (Pembroke 1963, clinical 
medicine) with vice Principal, dr Penny Probert smith

‘hidden glory’
a play by georgina ferry 
(1973 experimental 
Pyschology) 
13 may

gaudy sunday, 27 June 2010
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Dates for your Diary 2010-11

Beaufort Circle Lunch 2010
Saturday 16 October 2010
By invitation to those who have pledged  
a legacy to the College.
11.30 am Coffee & Presentation in the  
Pipe Partridge Building followed by drinks  
reception from 12.30pm. Lunch in Hall  
at 1pm. 

Freshers’ Family Day
Sunday 31 October 2010 
An opportunity for the parents/guardians of  
first year students to visit, see the College and 
gardens and enjoy an informal lunch in the  
Dining Hall. 
11.30 am – 3 pm. 
£16 adult, £8 child (5-12),  
£8 LMH student.

Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 28 November 2010
5.30 pm the Chapel, followed by wine  
and mince pies. 
No charge, please book. 

LMHA Local Drinks Reception 
Saturday 26 February 2011
Drinks Reception for local LMH alumni
5.30 pm Monson Room,  
Pipe Partridge. 
£7.50

Events in North America 2011 
The University will be organizing receptions  
on the West Coast on the following dates:

Tuesday 29 March 2011
San Diego, CA: Drinks reception 

Wednesday 30 March 2011
Los Angeles, CA: Drinks reception 

Thursday 31 March 2011
Vancouver, BC: Drinks reception 

Saturday 2 April 2011
San Francisco, CA: Day Academic Programme 

LMH will hold a special reception for its alumni  
in San Francisco on Thursday 31st, kindly  
hosted by Martin and Isabelle Giles. 

There will also be a gathering in New York  
the following week. Details of all these events  
will be confirmed by email.

Founders and Benefactors Dinner
Wednesday 27 April 2011
By invitation

LMHBC Dinner 
Saturday 4 June 2011 
Reception in the Pipe Partridge Building,  
followed by dinner in the Dining Hall. Email 
invitations will be sent by the Boat Club early  
in 2011.

Gaudy Dinner  
Matric Years 1961 and prior,  
includes - 50th Anniversary 1961, and 60th  
(of graduation) of 1948 matric. year

2 -3 July 2011 
Reception & dinner £40; B&B £35.

Gaudy Sunday 2011 - for all 
Alumni and their Guests
Sunday 3 July 2011 
Lectures, exhibitions, lunch, garden party,  
children’s entertainment. See booking form  
with 2011 Brown Book for full details. 

A Conference to mark the 
retirement of Clive Holmes
Saturday 10 September 2011
The Conference will be followed by a dinner, to 
which all of Clive’s current and former LMH students 
are warmly invited. As well as paying tribute to 
Clive’s huge contribution to the College over the 
last two decades, the dinner is also intended to 
raise funds towards graduate scholarships. For 
further details, please contact either Grant Tapsell 
(gt17@st-andrews.ac.uk) or George Southcombe 
(george.southcombe@history.ox.ac.uk).  
More information will also be posted online  
nearer the time.

Oxford Alumni Weekend 2011
16-18 September 2011
Reception & dinner £40; B&B £35.

MA Ceremony and Reunion  
for the Class of 2004
Saturday 12 November 2011
£25 for degree and reception; £10 for reception.

Please find below a programme of events for 2010-11. Do take a look to see if 
any of the following events would be of interest. Booking can be made online at 
www.lmh-alumni.org. Events are organized throughout the year and are added 
to the LMH alumni website as soon as the arrangements are finalized. We will 
also email you with event bulletins and issue updated lists with both the Annual 
Report (published New Year) and the Brown Book (published in spring), so please 
keep an eye out for these. Alternatively, you can email development@lmh.ox.ac.uk 
or call on 01865 274 362. If you have suggestions for future events, please get in 
touch. We would be delighted to see you at an alumni event soon! 

The Beaufort Series – Lectures, 
Seminars and Exhibitions
The excellent new facilities of the Pipe Partridge 
Building and the Simpkins Lee Theatre give us 
the opportunity to present to wider audiences 
the work of our academic community, 
including our Visiting and Research Fellows and 
Graduate Students. We are delighted therefore 
to inaugurate the “Beaufort Series” of lectures, 
seminars and exhibitions which our neighbours 
and alumni are very welcome to attend, along 
with members of the University, and of course, 
all current members of the College. The Beaufort 
Series will also include invited external speakers 
of distinction from our alumni and other 
communities. Details will be notified regularly  
by email and posted on the website.

LMH Law Society Lecture
Wednesday 13 October 2010
Given by LMH Visiting Fellows Suzelle Smith (1975 
Politics), Don Howarth and Jacqueline Perry QC 
(1970 Law) “Corporations as Defendants: Current 
Developments in Criminal and Constitutional Law”. 
5.15 pm, Simpkins Lee Theatre, Pipe Partridge Building.
No charge, please book. 

Graduate Seminar – Education
Wednesday 3 November 2010
5.15 pm, Simpkins Lee Theatre, followed by reception. 
No charge, please book. 

Graduate Seminar – Law
Wednesday 10 November 2010
5.15 pm, Simpkins Lee Theatre, followed by reception. 
No charge, please book. 

Viewing and Artist’s  
Introduction – sculptor  
Jilly Sutton
Friday 5 November 2010
6.30 pm, Reception 
No charge, please book. 

Amanda Foreman Lecture 
Friday 19 November 2010
LMH alumna Amanda Foreman, (1991 History) 
discusses her latest work A World on Fire, a multi-
stranded narrative of the Anglo-American world  
during the Civil War. The book will be published  
on 4 November.
5.15 pm, Simpkins Lee Theatre, followed by reception. 
No charge, please book. 

Deneke Lecture 
Friday 25 February 2011
Rémi Brague, Professor of Philosophy at the 
Sorbonne and the University of Munich. 
5.15 pm, Simpkins Lee Theatre, followed by reception. 
No charge, please book. 

Heron Allen Lecture 
Friday 4 March 2011
Professor Angela McLean FRS, 
Department of Zoology
5.15 pm, Simpkins Lee Theatre, followed by reception. 
No charge, please book. 


